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EDITORIAL 
 
This edition sees a step forward for the Eardisland Parish Magazine, now with 
colour on the front and rear pages, and better-quality print overall. Since January 
2010, the magazine was printed by Leominster Community Resource Centre, 
staffed entirely by volunteers. I wish to pay tribute to all the volunteers who have 
given their time selflessly. However, technology has rather taken over the 
machinery that the Centre can afford, and the Parish Council, the publisher of the 
magazine, took the decision to use a commercial printer based in Moreton-on-
Lugg: Signature Signs and Print. 
 Given that we have the opportunity of colour on the front and back, I 
would like to invite photos to be considered. I have put details on page 3. 
 Now that Covid seems to be of diminishing threat, life is gently returning 
to normal. However, caution is still necessary. You will note that there are plans 
for a tentative return to normal with the Eardisland Village Show in September – 
the more entries the better! The schedules start on page 18 and further details 
will be in the July edition of the magazine. 
 The last version of ‘Who’s Who and Organisations’ was early last year 
and is now out of date. Liaison people for the various community organisations 
will be contacted in due course for updated information. Please be ready for the 
latest details to be included in the next version. 
 Finally, thanks to all the contributors who have managed to produce 44 
pages of copy, given the restrictions on the parish’s usual activities. Don’t forget 
your photos for the July edition, please see next page. 
 

Chris Bivand 
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EARDISLAND PARISH DIARY 2021 
 

Tuesday 18th May Coffee Morning, p.16 

Friday/Sat 4/5 June Plant Fair, p.29 

Thursday 10th June Parish Council Meeting 

Thursday 24th June PPG Meeting, p.12 

Thursday 24th June Share a Care, p.11 

Friday 2nd July Magazine Copy Date 

Thursday 8th/15th July Parish Council Meeting – tbc 

W/E 10th/11th July Open Gardens 

Thursday 24th July Share a Care, p.11 

Thursday 12th August Parish Council Meeting (if required) 

Friday 3rd September Magazine Copy Date 

Saturday 4th September Eardisland Village Show 

Thursday 9th September Parish Council Meeting 

Monday 27th September Tree Council Talk, 
Thursday 14th October Parish Council Meeting 

Saturday 16th October Eardisland Craft Fair 

Thursday 11th November Parish Council Meeting 

Friday 19th November Magazine Copy Date 

Thursday 9th December Parish Council Meeting (if required) 

 
YOUR PICTURES FOR THE MAGAZINE 
 
I would welcome your colour pictures for the magazine front and rear covers. 
The theme will be the month in which the magazine is circulated, so the next 
theme is ‘July’. This does not mean that the picture has to be taken in July but 
should reflect something appropriate for the parish with that title. 
 Front and rear covers can be two landscape shape, or one portrait. For 
preference, the front cover should be portrait. 
 
How? 

• Email your photo(s) to chrisbivand@gmail.com in .jpeg format. 

• Include your name for the credit. 

• Include any relevant details; place, point of interest, or whatever. 

• If you do not have access to email, please phone me on 01544 388375 if 
you have photos for submission. 

• The Editor will decide which photos to use. There is no reward, other 
than knowing you are brilliant! 

Chris Bivand 

mailto:chrisbivand@gmail.com
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Dear Editor 
 
Please excuse this anonymous letter, which is to avoid recrimination. 
 I would encourage you as editor to include in the magazine a reminder 
that dog owners must clean up after their dogs. It has become increasingly clear 
that this is not always the case on our village pavements, local lanes including 
Lyme Lane, Broome Lane, and Burton Lane, etc. and the many Memorial field 
walkways in Eardisland and its environs. 
 The Parish Council has made significant efforts to underline this 
requirement with signs, though it would appear that more reminders such as 
these are necessary. 
 Most dog owners are responsible and do clean up appropriately but 
those that don't cause significant health risks, particularly to children. None of us, 
including the many visitors we get to the area, want to see this going on. 

I thank you in anticipation of seeing an appropriate reminder in the 
village magazine. 

A concerned parishioner 
 

Editor’s note:  

In line with journalistic practice, correspondents must supply the Editor with their 

name and address. If you wish to write anonymously, the Editor will decide with 

the person submitting the copy, if anonymity is appropriate. 

 In this case, the issue raised is of public concern and appropriate. That 

‘recrimination’ is feared is distressing, but understandable. 

 In future, I will not publish an entirely anonymous submission. 

 

PARISH COUNCIL (PC) UPDATE:  
 
1. As you’ll be aware, the parish council has been meeting virtually via Zoom. 

From June it has to meet in person. If you wish to attend a meeting please 

contact the Parish Clerk on parish.clerk@eardisland-pc.gov.uk or 07789 

322771, as we continue to work for everyone’s safety and wellbeing during 

the ongoing Covid situation by maintaining Covid safe numbers at meetings, 

as defined by the hall Management Committee. 

2. At the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council on 6 May, Cllr Richard Kirby was 

elected Chair and Cllr Maryan Hanson was elected Vice Chair. The following 

Councillors were agreed for PC working groups: Financial Advisory Working 

Group – Cllrs Kirby, Hanson, Connop and Curtis; Parish Magazine Liaison – Cllr 

Harper; Eardisland Village Hall Management Committee Liaison – none, due 

mailto:parish.clerk@eardisland-pc.gov.uk
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to ongoing project group; Village Hall Development Project Group – Cllrs 

Albright, Curtis and Kirby. 

3. The incoming Chair and Councillors expressed their grateful thanks to Maryan 

for her outstanding contribution as Chair since 2010 and before that as a 

Councillor and as Parish Clerk for many years, a long time serving the 

community and now continuing to share her knowledge as Vice Chair. 

4. The Eardisland Flood Response Plan (EFRP) has been updated and there are 

now 9 Locality Flood Warden areas, not 10. Please go to www.eardisland-

pc.gov.uk/eardisland-flooding-response-plan-efrp/  for details. Various 

meetings and discussions with the Environment Agency (EA) have been 

undertaken to raise parishioners’ concerns and highlight flood issues 

throughout the parish. The report has just been received and will be 

considered by the PC when further information that is awaited is available, 

before a community meeting is held. 

5. Are you new to the parish, just moved in? If you have not already received a 

‘Welcome to Eardisland’ pack, please contact the Parish Clerk 

(parish.clerk@eardisland-pc.gov.uk or 07789 322771) and we’ll be pleased to 

bring you a Pack. 

6. Would you like a tree(s) to plant? The PC would like up to 75 new trees in the 

parish to commemorate the 75th anniversary of VE Day – please  

contact the Parish Clerk if you would like a tree or trees. They will not be 
available until November. 

7. Can you help the parish with the village hall refurbishment project please? 

Following the tender process in December, the PC has agreed to take forward 

2 parts of the total project: the demolition and rebuild of the kitchen; and the 

external work required by the structural survey. The work on the kitchen is 

not only important but urgent, not only to achieve a level of Covid security 

that will allow much greater use of the kitchen and hall but also because the 

floor of the kitchen is now breaking up from flood damage last year! The 

following funding sources for the work have been agreed. EVH Management 

Committee has been awarded a grant for the external works and the new 

kitchen units and flooring. The PC has made a lottery grant application. It has 

also applied for a Public Works Loan of £50,000. This will be repaid through a 

small increase in the PC element of council tax, equal to 20p per week for a 

band D property, a rise that was supported during the community 

consultation in 2019. Reserves will be used by the PC to part fund the work 

http://www.eardisland-pc.gov.uk/eardisland-flooding-response-plan-efrp/
http://www.eardisland-pc.gov.uk/eardisland-flooding-response-plan-efrp/
mailto:parish.clerk@eardisland-pc.gov.uk
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and the final shortfall of around £6,000 will need to be from local fundraising. 

The PC very much hopes that parishioners, local businesses and landowners 

will donate up to £1,000 to ensure that this important community asset is 

maintained for the parish. All donors will be named, both on a plaque in the 

hall and in the magazine (or you can remain anonymous if you wish). Please 

contact the Parish Clerk, parish.clerk@eardisland-pc.gov.uk if you are 

willing to make a donation. Many thanks. 

8. The parish council website can be accessed at www.eardisland-pc.gov.uk   

with the community website continuing to provide all other information at 

www.eardisland.org.uk . GDPR requires people to give positive consent for 

the parish council to hold personal data and to allow you to receive emails. 

Please contact the Clerk if you wish your name and data to be removed from 

the list for news alerts.  

9. The following planning applications have been considered or noted since 

March: P210755/FH, Roselynne, HR6 9AR – Proposed two storey side and 

rear extensions to existing dwelling – Support. P210922/FH, Church Cottage, 

HR6 9BP – Proposed addition of fencing to top of existing wall – Resolved to 

support. P211392/K, Earlslaen House, HR6 9BD – T1 + T2 Larch - Raise crowns 

as limbs damaging shed roof. T3 Oak Mistletoe - Tree rotten/dying, to be 

removed. T4 Plum-Tree rotten/dying, to be removed. T5 Hawthorn- Tree to 

be thinned. T6 + T7 Beech-Trees to be trimmed. T8 Leylandii- Tree dying, to 

be removed. T9 + T10 Horse Chestnut -Trees to be trimmed and thinned as 

limbs are damaging house roof. T11 + T12 Leylandii- Trees encroaching on 

house and blocking light, to be removed. T13 Ash- Tree stump to be removed. 

T14 Larch- Tree to be removed. T15-T17 Elm & Hemlock- Trees to be 

trimmed. T18 Ash - Tree to be trimmed. Xs show Apple and Quince Fruit trees 

to be replanted in field – Support. P211112/F, Eardisland Village Hall – 

Proposed installation of concrete pad, ramp and storage shed – Support. 

P211689/K, The Brouch, HR6 9DN – Holly tree overgrown in roadside hedge 

linkely to hinder/damage lorries in near future. Needs lowering to hedge 

height and has signs of decay – Object. Noted P204134/FH, 4 Arrow Barns, 

Eardisland, HR6 9BN – Proposed single storey extension to existing dwelling – 

Approved with conditions. Noted P210555/AM, The Granary, Lynch Court, 

HR6 9AR – Proposed non-material amendment to planning permission 

201529 (Proposed new oak framed garage) to enclose one of the two open 

fronted bays in garage with a matching feather edged boarded panel, and add 

mailto:parish.clerk@eardisland-pc.gov.uk
http://www.eardisland-pc.gov.uk/
http://www.eardisland.org.uk/
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a small window and a door, on the eastern elevation – Approved with 

conditions. Noted P203637/L, Clearbrook Farm Pembridge, HR6 9HL – 

Proposed removal and re-siting of ground floor door and installation of new 

rooflight to second floor roof – Approved with conditions. P210691/F and 

P210692/L, Cross Inn, HR6 9BW – To extend Indian stone paving and site a 

timber pergola on timber decking – Support. Noted P210871/K, Knapp House, 

HR6 9BD – T1 yew tree to be reduced by 50% due to out-growing size of 

garden causing damage to property gutters and other exterior parts of the 

building. T2 Weston red cedar, request removal, over-powering garden, tree 

has outgrown the garden space is taking too much light and will only grow 

bigger, also over electricity supply line for some the village. T3 twin stemmed 

Weston Red cedar, request removal also outgrown garden and is also too 

close to electric wires, T4 Weston Red cedar, request removal also outgrown 

garden, overpowering a beech tree that would like to stay customers want to 

plant native shrubs in place – Works allowed. P210855/FH, Viner Lodge, HR6 

9BP – Proposed summerhouse – Support. Noted P210039/F, Plot 1 Land 

opposite Meadowmead, Eardisland, HR6 9AR – Application for variation of 

condition 2 of permission 183903 (dwelling and detached garage) – to allow 

alterations to garage – Approved with conditions. Noted P204513/F and 

P204514/L, White Swan, Eardisland, HR6 9BD – Proposed first floor fire 

escape and entrance – Approved with conditions. Noted P210340/K, The 

Granary, Eardisland, HR6 9BU – Proposed works to T1 – Birch – Decay at 

previous pollard points – Works can proceed.  

Please see Parish Council minutes for any comments made. 
10. The planned parish council meeting dates can be found in the diary of the 

magazine. All meetings are currently by Zoom. Extra meetings will be held if 

required to meet deadlines for response to planning applications and details 

can be found on the notice boards and website. Meetings are open to the 

public and a short time is allocated on the agenda to take questions or 

comments from parishioners, in line with the council’s standing orders. 

 
 

Alison Sutton 
Parish Clerk 
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Eardisland 

needs you! 

How you can help your 

parish 

Volunteers are needed for organisations, activities and roles in the 
parish including: 

• The Community Shop – a great chance to meet people 

• Speedwatch – a good way to help if you’re concerned about 
speed through the village 

• Emergency Response Team for the Eardisland Flood Response 
Plan – Are you a resident who does not have major flood issues 
and who is fit and able to undertake physical jobs to help those 
who are vulnerable eg. lifting furniture, cleaning out after 
flooding etc? 

• Eardisland in Bloom – use your gardening skills and help to 
keep the village looking colourful  

 

Sponsoring the work on Eardisland Village Hall: We need to raise 
£6,000 to ensure this important project can happen. We are looking 
for donations of £500-£1,000 from local businesses, landowners 
and parishioners – the more people who contribute, the better for 
the whole parish and even £100 helps. (see page 6 for more details) 

 
If you can help with a donation or as a volunteer, please contact 

the Parish Clerk by email parish.clerk@eardisland-pc.gov.uk or 
phone 07789 322771 

Help make your community                       

an even better place to live! 

 

mailto:parish.clerk@eardisland-pc.gov.uk
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HEREFORDSHIRE COUNCIL REPORT  --  
from your local County Councillor ROGER PHILLIPS; 
rjphillips@herefordshire.gov.uk  
   
Herefordshire Council has received over 20 million pounds from the government 
to cover the additional revenue costs regarding Covid in 2020/21, compensation 
towards lost income, providing PPE, outbreak control activities including 
enforcement, school transport, food and emergency assistance, accommodation 
costs for rough sleepers etc. 

By the beginning of April, the council had paid 21,200 government 
grants totalling just over £100m to local businesses, including some charities and 
holiday lets, this number and the amount increases every day. Nearly 2,000 
businesses have had help with their business rates. Can I encourage individuals 
and businesses struggling with Council tax or businesses rates to get in touch 
with the council to see if they can help. 
        The council received grants just over £1m to help households struggling to 
pay council tax, distributed over £5m to care homes and care providers and also 
to nearly 300 people required to self-isolate under test and trace rules. When 
you realise this has been spent in Herefordshire alone, it gives you some idea of 
the degree of financial cost of this pandemic to our nation and the burden 
around our necks for decades to come. 
 Herefordshire Council has a new chief executive Paul Walker. He was 
formerly corporate director at Harlow Council where he oversaw development 
projects, climate emergency strategy, green recovery programme and the 
homelessness reduction partnership. He was previously C.EX at Copeland 
Borough Council and worked at Rossendale and Blackpool councils. 

One of the urgent issues he has to address is a recent high court 
judgement which makes uncomfortable reading. An Improvement Board will be 
established to monitor the running of the service and report to the Secretary of 
State on a regular basis until such time there is confidence in the service.  
All of us as residents will understand the issues of potholes and planning but we 
all need to be more aware of the duties towards the vulnerable and particularly 
young people that councils have.  
 The Council has also received £440,000 to help support the 
development of the local tourism economy. It is being proposed that in order to 
support the promotion of Herefordshire tourism a supplement business levy of 1-
1.5% on large tourism businesses across the county will be levied similar to one 
already operating in Hereford City.  
 The council has published its latest position statement on development 
in the Lugg catchment area which includes revised criteria from Natural England 
for non mains drainage. The advice includes a phosphate calculator which will be 
used by the planners in assessing applications. 

mailto:rjphillips@herefordshire.gov.uk
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 Details on the council website 
www.herefordshire.gov.uk/downloads,download/2039/development-
_on_the_lugg_catchment 
 
There continue to be many challenges in the planning department and 
enforcement and pre-applications advice from the department is recommended. 
More information on these and other items in my monthly email updates contact 
me for details. 
 

Contact Details 
Conditions in road surfaces always suffer during winter please report any 
potholes and defects on highways or footpaths by phoning 01432261800 or 
www.herefordshire.gov.uk website.  
 
 Advice on submitting a planning application   Adam.Lewis@herefordshire.gov.uk     
or for planning enforcement contact mttansley@herefordshire.gov.uk. 

Roger 

 
EARDISLAND LITTER PICK REPORT 
 
The annual Eardisland Litter pick took place on the 27th March with at least 25 
people gathering (socially distanced and at staggered times) to help clear litter 
which had been dropped over the past year. We were lucky with the weather, 
squeezing a sunny morning in between two wet and windy days. 

Thanks to last year’s donation of equipment from Connops, we now 
have our own set of litter grabbers and Hi Vis tabards, and the Community Shop 
provided a large roll of black sacks. The suitably kitted out team managed to clear 
over 12 miles of verges, as well as the village roads, recreation ground and 
churchyard. Burton Lane, Lyme Lane and Broome Lane were left spotless, as well 
as the main road from the A44 to the Playhouse Company. The stretch of the A44 
from Burton Court to Lynch Court was fully picked for the first time in several 
years. 

The slightly frustrating total at the end of the morning was 15 full sacks 
of litter and several big dumpy bags of recyclable glass/cans/plastic bottles, also a 
selection of odd large items including a bucket, hubcaps, a roof-bar and a car 
door. This is similar to two years ago (the last time a large litter pick was carried 
out) which shows that perhaps lockdowns result in less litter being dropped. 

A large proportion of the litter comes from the main roads, suggesting it 
is drivers chucking food and drink packaging. There are always many cider cans 
and bottles, indicating a worrying level of drink driving. 

Ben Woodcock 

http://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/downloads,download/2039/development_on_the_lugg_catchment
http://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/downloads,download/2039/development_on_the_lugg_catchment
http://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/
mailto:Adam.Lewis@herefordshire.gov.uk
mailto:mttansley@herefordshire.gov.uk
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MORTIMER MEDICAL PRACTICE PATIENT PARTICIPATION GROUP 
 
For many years, the Practice had been fortunate to have Dr Gray who was able to 
see and treat patients with abnormal skin lesions and refer to secondary care 
(the hospital) if necessary. Patients have been asking now he has retired what 
will happen to this service. The Clinical Commissioning Group for Hereford (CCG) 
had paid the practice for Dr Gray to undertake a relevant course in recognising 
and treating abnormal skin conditions. This funding is no longer available, and 
the GPs now have to refer skin abnormalities to secondary care Dermatology 
Department. 

Patients are also wanting to know when will normal GP services i.e.  
booking appointments online or via the telephone going to be reinstated. At the 
moment, the Practice is working to Government guidelines and all patients have 
to be triaged before seeing a GP. It is hoped in a few months’ time things will 
slowly become more normal. A plea from the GPs that they are working hard to 
fulfil all their commitments and are very stretched at the moment. They are 
having face to face appointments which are longer due to the sanitisation/deep 
clean needed between each patient. Mortimer Practice also provides medical 
cover for Leominster Community Hospital. On top of this 3-4 staff per week 
which includes doctors, nurses and admin have to staff the Hub at the Sports 
Centre when Covid vaccinations are taking place.  

Our next PPG meeting is 24th June if you have any issues or concerns, 
please let me know. 

Diane Lee 
 01544 387685 

 

EARDISLAND VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
 

CHARITY NUMBER 1108366 
 

 
One of the things that has happened over the past year (apart from you know 
what) is that we have had several new people come to live in the village. On 
behalf of EVHMC let me say welcome and assure them that one day they will 
have the opportunity to meet everyone at the various events that take place 
here: all being well that is. 
 I thought it might be a good idea to explain exactly what EVHMC does, 
so here we go: 
 Eardisland Village Hall is a charity run by Eardisland Village Hall 
Management Committee (EVHMC) All charities must work within Charity Law and 
(for us) the conventions of the Charity Commission for England and Wales. 
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Everything they do must be within the confines of their Charitable Objectives. 
EVHMC’s Charitable Objectives are: 
 

The provision and management of a village hall for the use of the 
inhabitants of the parish of Eardisland without distinction of political, 
religious or other opinions, including use for: 
(a) Meetings, lectures and classes, and 
(b) Other forms of recreation and leisure-time occupation with the 

object of improving the conditions of life for the inhabitants. 
 
In a nutshell, we are charged with making sure the village hall is there for persons 
or groups to hire (for any legal purpose of course) and, as we are run by 
volunteers, it is expected that we will do all this to the best of our ability. We are 
not expected to be champions of industry and commerce. 
 You would not believe how much work this involves or how much it 
costs to do this. It is not within our role to run events, but it is within our role to 
finance the running of the hall. We charge a modest but commercial rate for hire 
and, because this is never enough to pay the bills, do run some fundraising and 
community events. The Village Show, the Duck Race, the New Year’s Eve Party, 
Soup and Pud, coffee mornings etc all help pay these bills and add a bit of fun to 
our lives we hope! 

I am always saying how lucky we are to have had so many willing 
volunteers in the past to set up and run the hall. The current team is more than 
doing their bit, my thanks to them too. 

Carole Millin 
 
 
EARDISLAND W.I. 
 
The Eardisland WI has not been able to meet formally now for almost 12 months 
but has met a few times informally over Zoom, email and by phone.  As lockdown 
eases over the late spring and early summer we will be getting together for 
meetings outdoors and a formal programme will commence in the autumn. 
Event details will be sent out to all members as plans are confirmed and the new 
programme will be put onto the Eardisland Website and Facebook pages for 
anyone who may wish to join. 

Helen Kirkham 
On behalf of Eardisland WI 
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CAPTAIN TOM 
 
Captain Tom came out of the blue 
Kind of man most of us knew 
Served his country with his fellow men 
Some of whom wouldn’t come home again  
From a generation who put their lives on the line 
They were from all families, yours and mine 
Worked hard for everything they got 
Didn’t complain about their lot 
Proud father, grandfather old and wise 
Had that sparkle in his eyes 
His efforts in the pandemic gave us hope and cheer 
He approached each day without fear 
We’ll remember his positivity and what he would say 
Tomorrow will be a good day. 
 
Albert Sheffield wrote the above as part of the ‘100 challenge’. He added “Maybe 
people could do their own 100 Challenge of some sort to raise money for their 
favourite charity.”                 Ed. 
 

  

SUPPORT BY 

HELPING IN  

OUR COMMUNITY SHOP 
PLEASE 
 
Your community shop currently closes at 12.00 midday but we are hoping to 
extend the hours into the afternoons this summer. To do this we need 
volunteers, lots of them, to spread the load. To anyone who used to serve in the 
shop, we’d love to see you back. We have made it safe as required by 
government guidelines and there is a very easy-to-use card reader.  An hour 
serving in the shop is a great way to meet people and get back to feeling sociable 
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and connected to each other. Any new volunteers are very welcome and we 
provide a brief training session to make sure you feel confident. 
 Repairs to the entrance area of the Dovecote and shop are ongoing and 
we are looking forward to laying a new floor very soon. 
 We will be selling local soft fruits any time now, starting with delicious 
strawberries from Moorcroft Farm. 
 

From the Eardisland Community Shop Committee 

  
 
CHURCH MATTERS 

 
Priest-in-Charge:  Rev. Julie Read, The Rectory, Kingsland. 

 07826 194400, rev.julie@hotmail.com 
 01568 708255 

Churchwarden:   Liz Lever, 1 Arrow Barns, Eardisland 
                                                 01544 388157 

leverfamily360@hotmail.com 
Churchwarden and 
Lay Co-Chair:                       Richard Kirby 

01544 388810 
Treasurer:   Mike Coleburn 

 01544 388486 
Deputy Churchwarden and 
Organist:   Annette Blyth 

01544 388241 
PCC Secretary:   Avis Denny 

01568 780874 
 

 
Services at St Mary the Virgin, Eardisland and services at Kingsland 

and Aymestrey 
 

SUNDAYS Time and type Which church? 

 9th May 10:30 am Rogation Sunday 
Benefice, outdoors at the 
church, weather permitting. 
Christian Aid Week begins. 

 
Eardisland 

mailto:rev.julie@hotmail.com
mailto:leverfamily360@hotmail.com
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 16th May 9:30 am Morning Prayer 
ANNUAL PAROCHIAL 
CHURCH MEETING AT 
10.15am 

Eardisland 

 23rd May 9:30am Pentecost                  
Holy Communion 

Eardisland 

 30th May 9:30am Trinity Sunday 
Holy Communion 

Eardisland 

 6th June 9:30am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 13th June 9:30am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 20st June 9:30am Holy Communion Eardisland 

27th June 9:30am Holy Communion Eardisland 
Saturday 3rd July Ordination of Rev Katie Smith 

4.30pm 
Hereford Cathedral 

 4th July  11am Holy Communion 
Benefice, Rev Katie Smith 

Aymestrey 

11th July 9.30 am Morning Prayer Eardisland 

18th July 9.30 Holy Communion Eardisland 

25th July 9:30 Holy Communion Eardisland 
 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting Sunday 16th May at 10:15 am 
 

CHRISTIAN AID COFFEE MORNING Tuesday 18th May 10.15am at the CHURCH 
All welcome 

 

OPEN GARDENS - A smaller version this year! 
Saturday 10th/Sunday 11th July 

 

FROM JULIE READ 
 

Another magazine and another deadline for the lifting of COVID restrictions and 
the feeling that we are beginning now to return to some semblance of normality. 
As I write this, I am looking forward to celebrating Rogation Sunday with you in 
Eardisland Churchyard this coming Sunday. Usually, we would go to a farm and 
process around asking for God’s blessing upon the livestock, the farming 
community, the land and of course the weather! Global warming and Global 
issues are always in our thoughts and prayers and we will be looking to support 
Christian Aid both from the collection taken from the service and also with the 
distribution of envelopes for people to take away and consider a contribution as 
the week following is Christian Aid Week. Rogation comes from the Latin Rogare 
– to ask, and it is our opportunity to pray for the needs of the land, the 
environment and the world.  
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Our Rogation Sunday Service this year is confined to the church grounds and it is 
an opportunity to look at the trees within the churchyards – the centuries old 
yew trees planted to keep out the grazing animals with their poisonous berries, 
the trees planted for a reason (the recent pear tree planted to celebrate 100 
years of Eardisland WI), the beauty of the many different trees planted at various 
times.  We give thanks for the skill of those who built the dry-stone wall (and its 
need of repair in places) and the wildlife that lives within its bounds (thanks for 
the recent bird boxes now up). From the edges of the churchyard, we can see the 
water round the motte and the ducks, we can see the flood plains of the River 
Arrow and the farming land up on higher ground, we can see the gardens of the 
parish. The earth is a gift of creation, and we are privileged to live in such a 
beautiful part of it, with all the responsibilities of stewardship and care of the 
land that this entails. 
 The church at Kingsland has been fortunate to land a National Heritage 
Lottery Grant thanks in the main to the work of your very own Hannah Vernon 
who was the project fundraiser and put together the application. This does 
however mean that the church is now closed for 6 months while the work goes 
ahead, and Eardisland Church very kindly agreed to have the steel pan set for the 
duration. This does mean that there can be steel pan sessions in the church, and I 
would be glad to hear from any youngsters or adults who would like to have a go. 
Please send an email to rev.julie@hotmail.com and I will put together a taster 
session and we can go from there. 
 I am very aware that my presence and that of Katie the curate and Peter 
the pastoral assistant and Michael my colleague has been mainly online over this 
last year, and it Rosie who has been with her feet on the ground and her dog 
leading the way, and Annette, Liz and Richard who have been around as a 
physical presence of the church in Eardisland. I hope over the next few months 
that we will be more visible, but I think we have all suffered from isolation lurgy 
and it is difficult to get the balance right. My garden has benefitted from my 
being at the rectory more and I’m looking forward to enjoying the Open Gardens 
in Eardisland in the coming months and catching up with you all and meeting 
some of those who have moved in under the cover of Covid Times.  
 Katie has had a strange time over the last year as Covid Curate, and on 
3rd July she will be priested in the Cathedral and then take communion services 
and weddings. Her first service presiding at a communion service will be a 
benefice service on Sunday 4th July at 11am at Aymestrey Church and you all will 
be most welcome to be with her on this occasion. We are so fortunate that she 
has come from within our benefice to be ordained, the first deacon and coming 
up priest for many, many years. Well done, Katie! 

Every blessing to you all, 
Julie 

 

mailto:rev.julie@hotmail.com
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Eardisland Village Hall Management Committee (EVHMC) 
Registered Charity 1108366 

 
 

The (Eardisland Village) Show must go on! 

 
We are delighted that we’re able to run our Village Show this year. It may look a 
little different to previous years - but we’re certain that it will be a brilliant day. 
We are planning on holding the show on the Recreation Ground and we cannot 
wait to see you all. The schedule follows, and entry forms will be available from 
July. Please do support this fun village event as we get back to village life as we 

know it! 
 

 

The Recreation Ground 
Saturday 4th September 2021 

2.00 – 4.30 pm 
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Section  A   COOKERY 
 
1 A chocolate cake (see recipe on entry form) 
2 A jar of homemade jam 
3 A jar of homemade marmalade 
4 A jar of homemade chutney 
5 6 cookies (same type, please specify) 
6 3 jam tarts (same type- please specify) 
7 A loaf of bread (any type - please specify) men 
8  A loaf of bread (any type - please specify) women 
 

Section  B   DRINKS 
 
9 A flavoured gin 
10 A flavoured spirit 
11 A non-alcoholic drink 
 

Section C   FLORAL ART 
No artificial fruit or flowers.   
 
12 A harvest swag 
13 Time for Tea 
14 5 flower heads floating in water 
 

Section D   CRAFT 
 
15 A bird (any size, any material e.g. wood, pottery, fabric, paper) 
16 A placemat (any material) 
17 Time for Tea (1 piece of craft, any medium) 
 
 

Section E   HORTICULTURE- Division 1 
 
18        A single yellow rose (Megan Lloyd Trophy) 
19 Roses (3 stems, any variety) 
20 Garden flowers (3 stems, any variety) 
21 Sweet peas (5 stems, any colour) 
22 Free choice (a single flower head) 
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HORTICULTURE- Division 2 
 
23 3 cooking apples (Leslie Evans prize) 
24 3 tomatoes 
25 A display of garden fruits (any size) 
26 A display of garden produce (any size) 
27 A hand-tied bunch of fresh herbs (may be displayed in a jug) 
28 Free choice (1 item of produce) 
 

Section F   PHOTOGRAPHY 
 
29 An Eardisland building 
30 A black and white photograph 
31 Time for Tea 
 

Section G   ART 
Pictures may be mounted but not glazed. Stretched canvases are acceptable. 
 
32 A painted pebble 
33 A rural scene 
34 Time for Tea (1 piece of art, any medium) 
 

Section H     JUST FOR A LAUGH… (entries free and open to all ages) 
 
35 How many different items can you fit in a small matchbox? (please 

attach list of items) 
36 Limerick beginning, “In Eardisland it was time for tea… 
37 A vegetable animal 
 

Section I   CHILDREN 
Children of 16 and over are encouraged to enter the adult categories.  Please put 
your age on the Entry Form so that it may be taken into consideration by the 
judges. 
 
Children under 5 
 
38 Decorate a wooden spoon 
39 A painted pebble 
40 A decorated biscuit 
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Children 5-10  
 
41 A greetings card 
42 A painted pebble 
43 3 jam tarts 
 
 
Children 11-15 
44 A greetings card 
45 A black and white photograph 
46 A Victoria sponge 
 
 
EARDISLAND IN BLOOM 

 
The team has been 
working hard since its 
return with the beds all 
weeded at least once. 
David and Sandy have 
worked extremely hard 
in the millstream, 
clearing silt and weed, 
which is allowing the 
water to flow evenly, 
eliminating those ugly 
sandbanks. This month 
will see the raised beds 

have their Spring makeover and work is starting on creating a new planted area 
where the boat currently sits. We were due to replace the boat last year, but it is 
now in need of far too many repairs to last any longer. Visually it has been a huge 
success but now is the time for something new. We’d like to offer our thanks to 
Willy and Hugh Lowe for their continued support in allowing In Bloom to 
continue to use their land. If you have any worthwhile suggestions as to how it 
can be developed and planted, please let us know. 

The team is delighted to have two new members, welcome Rebecca and 
Sarah, it’s great to have you with us. If you’re interested in also giving a hand, 
we’d love to see you. Just pop down to the dovecote area around 10am on a 
Thursday. 

Phil Milchard 
 01544 388097 
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THE USE OF BREAD AND MILK TO CLEAN TILED FLOORS AND REMOVE THE DIRT 
FROM FLAGSTONES 
 

 
It was in August 1990 that Mary Edwards, aged 86 years, who was a Third 
Undermaid here at Burton Court in the 1920s, called here. She had travelled from 
Newcastle, Australia, on a pilgrimage to have a last look at Burton Court, where 
one of her duties was having to wash the Conservatory tiled floor with a pail of 
milk from the Dairy every day. To my delight she was able to recall to me what 
life was really like here for the servants, especially the daily seating arrangements 
in our Servants’ Eating Hall.  The hall eventually became my late husband’s 
workshop in 1959 when he had left the Navy and acquired Burton Court. 
 On the 6th August 1990, Mary wrote: “Dear Mrs. Simpson, Yes, it’s right 
about the stampede at lunch time. The Cook came first, then Phil, the Ladies 
maid, then the Butler, while we were all sitting down waiting for them. The 
Butler, Rogers carved the meat, which was passed to Cook at the far end of the 
table to dish out the vegetables. I can assure you it wasn’t very hot by the time 
’Grace’ was said. Then after the main course, they paraded back to the Pudding 
Room at the far end of the passage, (that is senior members of staff).  
I cannot remember any special food, but we all had our ration of butter, about 
4ozs each to last the week. 

Anyway, through my service years, I realise I had an excellent training at 
Burton Court and would come back and clean the Gun Room floor and scrub all 
the front doorsteps again.” 
 Mary died in Newcastle, Australia in 1992, aged 88. I am told that in the 
Pudding Room, senior members of staff could smoke, and discuss the 
misdemeanours of the junior staff.  Today it has become my son Edward’s 
working office. 
 When Lt. Colonel & Mrs Clowes lived here in the heyday of the Court, 
the indoor staff were: The Butler, 3 Pantry Men, 2 Footmen, Hallboy, 3 
Housemaids, Cook, Kitchen Maid, Scullery Maid, Pot Boy, and the Lady’s 
Maid.  The outdoor staff were: the Head Gardener, two Under Gardeners, Head 
Groom, two Under Grooms, Stable Boy, Laundry Maid, Head Game Keeper, and 
two Under Game Keepers. 

Today the Servant’s bell in the Bell Tower still rings to call the staff to 
meals, but nobody answers to its call.  Sadly, all the servants were told to wear 
black livery when Lt. Colonel & Mrs. Clowes lost their only son and heir, Warren 
Peter Clowes, known as `Master Pat’.  He was killed in action on the 30th March, 
1918, near Amiens, aged 20, leading his men.  
 

                                                                 Helen J. Simpson 
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The Clowes family being served by their butler on a picnic in 1902. 
 
 
THE STAICK HOUSE, A SHORT HISTORY 
 

 
 
 
 
      
 
 
The early history of the ownership of this house is not clear. Various newspaper 
articles have provided some insights, but these relate mainly to events during the 
last 150 years. It is noted by the historian Norman Reeves (The Leon Valley: 1980. 
P142) that there is a record of an impoverished vicar of Eardisland in 1367 who 
had very cramped living conditions and that he had ‘no garden in which he could 

It is likely that parts of the Staick House are the oldest of any property in the 
village. The early history of ownership is not well recorded. However, details of 
the more recent owners can be uncovered through newspaper articles, books, 
interviews and research. Some of the information in this article relating to past 
owners, has been provided by the detailed research of Margaret Milchard, to 
whom I am very grateful. 
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walk in solitude and grow a few herbs’. The Bishop Trillick therefore assigned to 
him a piece of land from the ‘rectorial glebe’ (church owned land). A question 
which arises is whether or not the old Kitchen Garden of Staick House was the 
site of an earlier building predating the Staick House or was perhaps the land 
given to the impoverished vicar.                   
     As far as the house itself is concerned, Royal Commission on Historical 
Monuments (RCHM, 1934, Vol 3, pp 47-50), gives some technical details about 
the structure of the property. It states that the earliest part of the house was 
probably built in the 14th C. (the north part of the east wing) and further 
extended in 16th and 17th centuries with some early 20th century 
restoration. Newspaper articles which have appeared in the Hereford Times have 
added information. There is the suggestion that it has an early 14th C. roof. The 
Great Hall area was probably built a little later, and late in the same century, as 
an independent timber-frame.  It is thought not to have had windows but 
apertures with oak shutters and at the end there would have been a step ladder 
to sleeping quarters. There is an archway in the dining room which is also 
considered by some to be 14th century. By about 1600 a floor was added to form 
bedrooms. The historic Great Hall was later divided into two rooms, as bedrooms 
with fireplaces. The expert on timber framed buildings, Duncan James, agrees 
that the house is almost certainly 15th century with 16th and 17th century 
additions. In his paper for the Woolhope Club, he notes that what is interesting is 
that it has decorative features that suggest it may have been the work of the 
same team that built Eaton Hall (a grange for Leominster Priory) east of 
Leominster. Earlier observers stated that the roof of the Great Hall survives 
largely complete; the timbers are all chamfered and smoke-blackened. A 
bedroom on the first floor of this wing has a late 16th-century window with 
moulded frame and mullions. In 1934 the condition was described by RCHM, as 
‘Good’.  
    It is clear that many suggestions have been made regarding the age of various 
parts of the house. One commentator suggested in newspaper articles that ‘the 
north east portion of the building may date from circa 1330. The kitchen appears 
to date from about 1600. Two old chimney stacks may date from about 1500’ and 
it was noted that ‘they have been subject to much repair over time’. Also, it was 
recorded by another observer that there is a great deal of wattle in the walls 
existing from around 1500. It is believed that in about 1700 the house was re-
constructed as 4 cottages in which state it remained until about 1860 when it 
was re-constructed as one unit, forming one house. Perhaps only tree ring dating 
would resolve the dating issues. 
     Although the vicar Rev. Joseph Barker, who arrived in Eardisland in 1867, lived 
in Staick House with his wife and large family it is thought that it was never a 
vicarage since the land and property was never owned by the church. His 
predecessor was Rev. John Hinton Bluck and the curate in charge was Rev. 
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Rudge. A Directory states that at that time, “There is no vicarage house, the old 
one having been taken down about 40 years ago”. This would suggest that there 
may have been a vicarage in the garden of Staick House which was demolished in 
about 1827 and perhaps once the home of the impoverished vicar in 1367. 
     Prior to Barker’s purchase of the residence, it was the home of several people 
(including a tailor, Thomas Huxley, in the 1850s when it was named ‘The Stank’, 
describing a place of a dam and from which the name ‘Staick’ is thought to 
derive).  In 1865 the Assistant schoolmaster John Leigh lived there with his wife. 
Rev. Barker died in 1901. Subsequent vicars, however, lived in the vicarage in 
Church Lane which was built in 1903. Rev. Barker started the Eardisland Parish 
Magazine which continued to be published for 20 years. He was regarded as a 
popular man who took an interest in standards in the school of which he was 
Headmaster and encouraged girls to attend the classroom in the Dovecote. His 
wife ran a Maternity Club to assist poor mothers.  
     Inevitably, the Staick House has always caused a great deal of interests from 
villagers as well as tourists. In 1937 The Birmingham Post reported that Queen 
Mary had passed through Eardisland en-route to plant an oak tree on Dinmore 
Hill, during which she stopped to admire Staick House. Her car then paused on 
the bridge to admire the view along the river. Many villagers when interviewed in 
the oral history project in 1990’s recalled this occasion, but said they were 
disappointed that they were unable to hand her small gifts since the car did not 
stop long enough for them to do so. However, someone had the foresight to 
send the Queen a photograph of the village. The letter of thanks from her 
secretary said, “I am to convey to you an expression of thanks for your kind 
thought in sending her a charming print. Her majesty will remember this 
charming village and is more than pleased to have this photograph as a souvenir 
of her recent visit.” 
     Although little is known about the early history of the house more recent 
owners can be traced, since the arrival of Rev. Barker we have some more 
accurate details available.  It is thought that after his death, Rev. Barker’s family 
continued to live in Staick House. It was advertised for sale by auction on 17th 
September 1909 in the Royal Oak in Leominster. Sale details indicate that it had 8 
bedrooms, a small coach house and stable block. Also, a gardener’s cottage and 
land of 2.6acres. It is believed that by this time it had fallen into disrepair.  When 
it was purchased by Mr. Edward L. Greenough, with his brother, Squadron Leader 
Arthur Greenhough, who was an architect, major renovations were carried out. 
There is reference in one report to a new billiard room introduced by Arthur 
Greenough in 1911.  In about 1912 it is thought that they purchased the plot of 
land adjacent to it which became a kitchen garden (and on which there may once 
have been a much earlier building.)  
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The Greenough family 
This family seems to have its roots in the Manor of Tollington in Staffordshire and 
in Bury Lancashire from medieval times. Although the members who came to 
Eardisland had been living in and around Ludlow. The research of Margaret 
Milchard has shown the family connections. The father of Edward and Arthur 
Greenhough was Rev. E.J.Greenough, formerly vicar of Highley in Shropshire. He 
and his wife produced a large family. The two mainly involved in the purchase of 
Staick House were his sons, Edward L. Greenough (1880-1942) and Arthur B.W. 
Greenhough (1887-1974). Edward was an engineer who had worked on the 
London railway system and in India where he worked on the North Western 
railway construction. In the first World War he served as Major in the Indian 
Defence Force. His brother, with whom he purchased Staick House was Squadron 
Leader Arthur Basil Wickham Greenhough who appears on 1911 census as an 
electrical engineer then living in Ludford, Ludlow. He subsequently became an 
architect. He married Mary Penelope Temple (1888-1928). They had one son, 
Francis, the last member of the family to live in the property.  Arthur Greenhough 
fought in the first World War and won the Military Cross.  The Birmingham Daily 
Gazette - Friday 31 March 1916 provided details of how Temporary Second-
Lieutenant Arthur Basil Wickham Greenhough, 6th Battalion, the King’s 
(Shropshire Light Infantry) had been awarded the Military Cross.  The citation 
mentioned that as battalion signalling officer he crawled out during the hottest 
part of a bombardment by the enemy and repaired the telephone wires, which 
were repeatedly broken. He was four and a half hours under fire, but successfully 
maintained communications. He was clearly a very brave man. He must have 
joined the RAF and became a Squadron Leader after 1918. Newspaper articles 
reveal that once home again, he was responsible for designing the Memorial 
Cross in the village. This was said to be “In the style of Homgreen Cross near Ross 
and made of Forest of Dean stone. The height was 19ft 8inches. The total cost 
was £200.” (This would be about £9,000 in today’s values). It was erected by J. 
Watkins & Son of Leominster. Arthur was awarded the MBE in 1919. Sadly, his 
wife died in 1928 at the time of the birth of their son Francis. He later married 
Ann Grant in 1944.  They are thought to have come to live in Staick House at that 
time from Orleton.    
     Edward L. Greenough died in August 1942 aged 62. In addition to his work on 
the house he had been well known locally for his good works. He laid on many 
Christmas parties for children in the village school; he was a great supporter of 
the bell ringers and the Eardisland football club. But as the family members were 
growing older it is apparent from newspaper reports that they, like some owners 
before them, were having increasing difficulty in maintaining the property in 
good order.  
     His brother, Arthur was also active in the parish. In the 1950s he was part of a 
team seeking to raise funds to renovate the church, extend the churchyard, 
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undertake the restoration and the re-hanging of the bells and renovate the nave 
roof. His wife, Ann Greenough took on the work of raising funds to restore Staick 
House to good order. However, she is quoted as saying in the late 1950s, 
“Repairs are costing £2,000 but an Historic Buildings Council grant had to be 
declined because of taxation issues and mounting rates. We cannot find the other 
half of the capital sum..” In 1960-61 Mrs. Greenough pursued the possibilities of 
obtaining grant funding to upgrade the house. She dealt actively with the Society 
for Protection of Ancient Buildings, the Ministry of Works and the Historic 
Buildings Council for England for assistance. An offer was duly made to her for 
assisting with 50% of the costs of repairs estimated then to be £1480. In today’s 
rates, the amounts for such repairs would have been approximately £28,000 of 
which she would have received a grant of £14,000.  In 1961 the report by the 
Ministry of Works architect noted that most of the roof was in satisfactory state 
having been re-covered in new stone slates in early 1950s. But there was some 
internal work relating to floors that had to be done. The condition of the grant 
was that there had to be some public access. Presumably, this was accepted 
since Staick House was opened to the public in 1961 “from Easter till 1st October 
2.30- 7.00pm. Children one shilling and adults two shillings and sixpence. 
Thursdays, Saturdays, Sundays and bank Holidays. Refreshments by 
arrangements. Phone Eardisland 206”.  It is not known when this arrangement 
came to an end. 
     The last member of the Greenough family to live permanently in the Staick 
House was their son Francis, who lived a quiet and rather reclusive life until his 
death in 2019.   
     The other interesting historical aspects of Staick House are that the gardens 
are thought to contain two rare features. In August 1930, the eminent author 
and historian Alfred Watkins (famous for his book, ‘The Old Straight Track’) 
informed Mr Greenough that in his garden was growing a strange plant, the 
Asarabacca. Watkins indicates that he had spotted it growing there on his visit to 
the gardens, presumably with the famous Woolhope Club which frequently 
undertook local historical expeditions for their members. He said that he 
assumed that it was first planted by Rev. Barker (who had been a member) many 
years before. It is the only place that Watkins knew of where it was growing wild 
in Herefordshire. Interestingly, there may be another example of a rare fruit still 
growing in the garden of Staick House. In 1956 when the WI produced their 
fascinating history of the parish, it was noted that there was an example of the 
rare Costard apple to be found there. It was stated that examples had been sent 
to RHS Wisley for examination and grafting. This apple was brought over by the 
Normans and its name gave rise to the Costermongers who sold it. It may be that 
the tree still exists in the Staick House garden and its unusual fruit together with 
the Asarabacca plant adds further to the fascinating and unusual story of the 
property.       Paul Selfe 
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IT WAS TWENTY YEARS AGO . . . 
 
The article below was originally printed in the Eardisland Parish Magazine twenty 
years ago. I thought it would be of interest linked to Helen Simpson’s article on 
page 22 of this edition. 

Ed. 
 
THE BREWSTER CONNECTION 
 

In the course of our investigations into the history of Burton Court, we are keen 
to uncover more details relating to the Brewster family. They lived there from 
about 1660 to 1862. A member of that family married into the Evans family, who 
finally sold the property to John Clowes. 

 
In 1715 Dr William Brewster bequeathed his library to be shared between St 
John`s College Oxford, the Bodleian, Oxford, and All Saints Church Hereford 
(which subsequently went to the chained library in the Cathedral).  He had been 
baptised in Eardisland in 1665, the only child of John Brewster of Burton Court, 
by his first marriage.  (There were 8 children of the second).  John had become an 
apothecary in London and subsequently Lord of the Manor of Burton.  John is 
buried in the church of St Mary’s in the centre of the chancel floor. William 
inherited all his properties (including important ones in Hereford and Gloucester). 
 
William was educated at the Cathedral School, where he was an expert in Greek, 
Latin and modern languages.  He then went to St John`s College Oxford and took 
various degrees between 1683-97, when he qualified as a doctor. He settled in 
Herefordshire as a practitioner.  He lived in the Mansion House until his death in 
1715.  He was buried in the east cloister of the Cathedral. 
 
The librarians at St John’s College confirm that they hold 56 books under the 
name of Brewster.  We have been informed by David Whitehead, an expert on 
the history of landscaped gardens, that some of these may be directly concerned 
with gardening, since as an apothecary and a doctor, herbs would have been an 
important source of medicine. They have not yet responded to a request for 
more details about the books they hold, but should they prove to have some on 
gardens and gardening it would be useful for those interested to visit the library 
and inspect them.  They may have annotations in the margins indicating the 
places in the gardens in which particular flowers and herbs were grown.  There 
could also be maps and diagrams which would also throw light on how the 
gardens were laid out.  

Paul Selfe 
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EARDISLAND WEATHER REPORT 
                                           
The weather for March brought us strong winds and rain on the 10th and 11th and 
a monthly total of rain of 40mm (1.57 inches). Temperatures ranged from 4 to 
23°C with barometer readings of 29.19 to 30.2. River levels rose from 14 to 23 
inches. 

The weather in April brought only 25 mm (1 inch of rain) with a lot of 
early morning frosts. Temperatures ranged from 5 to 21°C with barometer 
readings of 29.6 to 30.2. River levels remained low from 11 to 14 inches. 

The equivalent rainfall for March 2020 was 114 mm 4.49 inches and 
April 47mm 1.85 inches. 
 
Nature Wise  
We have been blessed with many birds nesting including a mallard proudly 
presenting 11 chicks on the river, thrushes, robins, black birds, dunnock and a 
moorhen nesting as I write. 

Doug Tantrum reporting from Kingfisher House 
 

 
ST MICHAEL’S HOSPICE PLANT FAIR - 4 & 5TH JUNE 

St Michael’s Hospice has announced the return of its Plant 
Fair. The two-day horticultural fundraiser, sponsored by 
Lyonshall Nurseries, will take place on Friday 4th and 
Saturday 5th June, and promises to be a celebration of the 
joy of gardening. 

Held in the beautiful Hospice gardens in Bartestree, just outside Hereford, 
visitors can explore a wide range of trade stands and community-grown plant 
stalls. 
To build on the success of previous years though, the Hospice is asking for help.  
If you are sowing seeds, growing-on plug plants or dividing your perennials 
during lockdown, and would be able to donate half a dozen plants, St Michael’s 
would love to receive them. 
Organisers say they will accept all sorts of plants and only ask that you label them 
clearly. For tomato plants, please include their variety. 
If you would like to help the Hospice by growing plants, contact Event Organiser 
Gaynor Warren on 01432 852630 or gwarren@smhospicehereford.org.uk and 
she will let you know when and how to deliver them to the Hospice. 

For further information, including details of a Garden Container competition 
open to all ages, visit www.st-michaels-hospice.org.uk.    
 

mailto:gwarren@smhospicehereford.org.uk
http://www.st-michaels-hospice.org.uk/


30 
 

St Michael’s Hospice Open Gardens 
 
If you’re in need of some garden inspiration, then a trip to one of our Open 
Gardens events might be just the thing for you. 

The beautiful Whitfield Estate near Wormbridge opens for us on Sunday, 
16th May when you’ll have the chance to 15 acres of formal and informal 
gardens, packed with history. 

Hellens Garden Festival in Much Marcle, which raises thousands of 
pounds for St Michael’s each year, returns on 12th- 13th June, before the Old 
Rectory in Thruxton welcomes you to its four-acre garden on 23rd June where 
visitors will find unusual perennials, a burgeoning arboretum, wildlife pond and a 
collection of heritage fruit trees. More gardens will be announced in due course. 
Full information is available at www.st-michaels-hospice.org.uk 
 
You can also visit St Michael’s at the Hergest Spring Fair near Kington on Monday 
3rd May where the Hospice will host a St Michael’s Hospice stall. 
 

 

 
 

http://www.st-michaels-hospice.org.uk/
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