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The Dovecote has repairs to the roof. Photo by Kathleen Freeman. 
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EDITORIAL 
 
Now that Spring is well on the way, it seems to me that the general mood is 
improving. Many parishioners have received the first of the two Covid-19 
vaccinations, although it should be noted that this does not mean ‘return to 
normal’ – especially until three weeks have elapsed after the inoculation. 
Thereafter, please follow the official advice, which amounts to ‘minimise social 
contact’. 
 Whilst things are slowly getting better, with schools returning on the 
day I am writing this, it is likely that Covid will always be around, possibly 
requiring annual vaccinations to keep variants at bay. We shall see. All this raises 
the question: what will normal look like? It will doubtless be the case that some 
businesses will not reopen, main high streets will look different, and many 
workers will either work entirely from home, or visit offices less frequently. All 
these changes will change the whole ecosystem of transport, hospitality, and all 
manner of support agencies in the larger city centres, and a ripple effect will 
affect us too, even in this small community. At the local level, I have every 
admiration for the hospitality businesses that have tried everything to keep going 
– The Cross, The White Swan and Rita’s Tearooms. Good luck to them all. 
 I have heard of some ‘dognapping’ in the area. Apparently, dogs are 
being stolen to sell on. A white van was reportedly seen in the village associated 
with this activity. I don’t need to say that this is potentially very distressing to 
victims of this crime – both dog and owner. Please exercise caution and report 
suspicious activity (phone 101, or 999 if urgent). 

Chris Bivand 
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EARDISLAND PARISH DIARY 2021 
 

Saturday 27th March Litter Pick, p. 9 

Thursday 8th April Parish Council Meeting 

Friday 7th May Magazine Copy Date 

Thursday 13th May Parish Council Meeting 

Thursday 10th June Parish Council Meeting 

Friday 2nd July Magazine Copy Date 

Thursday 15th July Parish Council Meeting 

Thursday 12th August Parish Council Meeting (if required) 

Friday 3rd September Magazine Copy Date 

Monday 27th September Tree Council Talk, p.21 

Thursday 9th September Parish Council Meeting 

Thursday 14th October Parish Council Meeting 

Saturday 16th October Eardisland Craft Fair, p.21 

Thursday 11th November Parish Council Meeting 

Friday 19th November Magazine Copy Date 

Thursday 9th December Parish Council Meeting (if required) 

 

• Due to Covid restrictions, none of the dates above can be certain. 
Change is likely. Parish Council meetings are currently held over the 
internet using ‘Zoom’. Details from the Parish Clerk if you wish to 
participate. 
 

• Please note that the magazine distribution date is usually a fortnight 
after the copy date. This is likely to be variable because of the pandemic. 

 
 

OBITUARY 
 
BERT DAVIES OF LOWER BURTON 
 
The funeral of Bert Davies took place at Eardisland Church on 22nd February and 
he was laid to rest with his wife Gladys. 
 Bert was born at Heartsease near Knighton on 3rd October 1931 to Emily 
and Herbert Davies. Bert had 2 sisters Gladys and Ethel and one brother Arthur. 
 He worked for Watkins of Heartsease (now Radnor Water) . This is 
where he met Gladys Morris his future wife. They married then moved to Coxall, 
Bucknell and worked on a farm there until they moved to Lower Burton in 
October 1959.  
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They had two children Glyn and Mervyn. Whilst here Bert worked for 2 brothers 
David and Peter Bishop over on a farm at Stoke Prior until 1976 and then he 
spent 5 years at Tanyard Supplies in Leominster working for David Bishop. He 
worked for Bert Crump of Kingsland for a year on a milk round around 
Leominster before he had his own milk round across Pembridge and surrounding 
areas from 1982 until he retired in 1996. 
 He enjoyed his retirement in and around his small holding in Lower 
Burton. He helped to look after his wife with Parkinson’s disease from 2009 until 
Gladys died just before Christmas in 2017.  
 He enjoyed looking at the countryside when being driven around until 
the last few months.  
 Bert had always been strong and fit, but he was diagnosed with cancer 
and gradually went downhill and died at home on 9th February. 
 
PARISH COUNCIL (PC) UPDATE:  
 
1. As you’ll be aware, the parish council is currently meeting virtually via Zoom 

and this is likely to continue for some time, following the advice from the 

National Association of Local Councils. We realise this means it is difficult for 

some parishioners to attend meetings, but we hope that you will bear with 

us, as we continue to work for everyone’s safety and wellbeing during the 

ongoing Covid situation. 

2. The PC has launched the Eardisland Flood Response Plan (EFRP) and sent it to 

all households.  We hope that more parishioners will be willing to volunteer 

for the Response teams within the Plan and take an active part in the parish 

flood response. We need residents who do not have major flood issues 

themselves and who are fit and able to undertake physical jobs to help those 

who are vulnerable eg. lifting furniture, cleaning out after flooding etc. Please 

join this vital parish response. Please contact the Parish Clerk by email 

parish.clerk@eardisland-pc.gov.uk if you are able to volunteer.  

3. In flood events the water on the roads and through the village is often 

contaminated with sewage and silt from fields. It is very dangerous to play in 

the water or allow children to do so – there is a serious infection risk!  

4. Various meetings and discussions with the Environment Agency (EA) have 

been undertaken to raise parishioners’ concerns and highlight flood issues 

throughout the parish. We are now waiting for a report and further 

discussions which will be shared in due course. 

mailto:parish.clerk@eardisland-pc.gov.uk
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5. We’re very grateful for the offer of a permissive path over part of the land to 

join up Lyme Lane and Broome Lane. The PC is now approaching other 

landowners to see if we can make this happen. If you have a suggestion for a 

permissive path over your land, we would very much like to hear from you. 

Covid has shown how important exercise is and it would be great to increase 

the walks that are possible within the parish.  

6. Update on the village hall refurbishment project – Following the tender 

process in December, the PC has agreed to take forward 2 parts of the total 

project: the demolition and rebuild of the kitchen; and the external work 

required by the structural survey. The work on the kitchen is extremely 

important and now urgent, not only to achieve a level of Covid security that 

will allow much greater use of the kitchen and hall but also because the floor 

of the kitchen is now breaking up from flood damage last year! The following 

funding sources for the work have been agreed. EVH Management 

Committee has been awarded a grant for the external works and the new 

kitchen units and flooring. The PC has made a lottery grant application. It has 

also applied for a Public Works Loan of £50,000. This will be repaid through a 

small increase in the PC element of council tax, equal to 20p per week for a 

band D property, a rise that was supported during the community 

consultation in 2019. Reserves will be used by the PC to part fund the work 

and the final shortfall of around £6,000 will need to be from local fundraising. 

The PC very much hopes that parishioners, local businesses and landowners 

will donate up to £1,000 to ensure that this important community asset is 

maintained for the parish. All donors will be named, both on a plaque in the 

hall and in the magazine. Please contact the Parish Clerk 

parish.clerk@eardisland-pc.gov.uk if you’re are willing to make a donation. 

Many thanks. 

7. Speedwatch – We need you!  Once Covid restrictions allow, the Speedwatch 

Group will relaunch with up-to-date, much lighter equipment. Please contact 

the Clerk if you are willing to give a couple of hours a month for this vital 

initiative. 15 drivers were logged with speeds between 36 and 42 miles per 

hour during the last few sessions that were undertaken, when the speed limit 

is 30mph and the road is narrow with sharp bends! Just the presence of 

Speedwatch volunteers helps to reduce speed, but everyone who is logged 

during sessions is contacted by the police – this initiative works! Please help 

us. 

mailto:parish.clerk@eardisland-pc.gov.uk
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8. The Police and Crime Commissioner has a new initiative ‘We Don’t Buy Crime’ 

which involves parishioners in an area marking moveable, and therefore more 

easily stolen, property with Smartwater. The Commissioner will fund 25% of 

the Smartwater kits if the parish council will fund the rest (about £1,600). 

However, the initiative is only effective as a deterrent if 70% of households in 

the area have property marked. Please contact the Parish Clerk on 

parish.clerk@eardisland-pc.gov.uk or 07789 322771 if you are interested in 

this project. We can only go ahead if enough people want to take part, so far 

only 5 households have said they are interested. 

9. The parish council website can be accessed at www.eardisland-pc.gov.uk   

with the community website continuing to provide all other information at 

www.eardisland.org.uk . GDPR requires people to give positive consent for 

the parish council to hold personal data and to allow you to receive emails. 

Please contact the Clerk if you wish your name and data to be removed from 

the list for news alerts.  

10. The following planning applications have been considered or noted  since 

January: P204513/F and P204514/L, White Swan, Eardisland, HR6 9BD – 

Proposed first floor fire escape and entrance – Resolved to object and 

comment: historic listed building in Conservation Area; where currently sited, 

staircase will be very visible from road and therefore not in keeping with 

building and not in conformity with Eardisland NDP policy E2; whilst 

recognised that fire exit is required, should be sited at back of building where 

much less visible; await expert response from Historic Buildings team. 

P210039/F, Plot 1 Land opposite Meadowmead, Eardisland, HR6 9AR – 

Application for variation of condition 2 of permission 183903 (dwelling and 

detached garage) – to allow alterations to garage – Resolved to support, 

request determination to be expedited. P210340/K, The Granary, Eardisland, 

HR6 9BU – Proposed works to T1 – Birch – Decay at previous pollard points – 

Resolved to support. Noted P203262/F, Hay Cottage, Lynch Court, HR6 9AR – 

Retrospective application for the conversion of a single storey rural building 

to a dwelling – Withdrawn. Noted P203638/F, Clearbrook Farm, Pembridge, 

HR6 9HL – Proposed new roadway to be constructed to alter access to 

farmhouse and a new gateway to the field to be created adjacent – Resolved 

to request permeable surface for driveway but defer to Pembridge PC as in its 

parish – Approved with conditions. P204134/FH, 4 Arrow Barns, Eardisland, 

HR6 9BN – Proposed single storey extension to existing dwelling – Resolved to 

mailto:parish.clerk@eardisland-pc.gov.uk
http://www.eardisland-pc.gov.uk/
http://www.eardisland.org.uk/
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support as conforms to policy NDP E1; note in keeping with other properties 

nearby with similar extensions; recommend landowner installs good 

insulation in extension. Noted P203263/F, Former agricultural building at Hay 

Barn, Lynch Court, HR6 9AR – Proposed change of use of former agricultural 

building to equestrian use (retrospective) – Objected to using Minor Planning 

Matters Policy on the following grounds: retrospective application; significant 

amenity nuisance and potential health issues, non-conformity to NDP policy 

E1; compromises established light industrial/homeworking use and potential 

of neighbouring buildings – Refused, close proximity to residential property 

detrimental to amenity of occupiers. Noted P203962/K, Land at Eardisland 

Recreation Ground – Proposed works to: 1872 Pedunculate Oak - Crown limbs 

growing over neighbouring garden, reduce crown over garden by 3m. 1875 

Sweet Chestnut - Small crown limb failure, one on ground, one hanging in 

crown, remove hanging and fallen limbs. 1889 & 1890 Field Maple - Lop all 

crown limbs to boll – Works are allowed. Noted P203963/K, Land at village 

green on east side of river bridge – Proposed works to: 1892 Cherry (species) - 

Decay cavity at 2m, die- back in crown, thinning crown foliage density, 

dismantle tree to 150mm from ground level – Works are allowed; 

replacement tree to be planted. Noted P203637/L, Clearbrook Farm, 

Pembridge, HR6 9HL – Proposed removal and re-siting of ground floor door 

and installation of new rooflight to second floor roof – Commented as listed 

building, should be determined in line with views of Conservation officers. 

Noted P202736/F, Fairfield, Pembridge, HR6 9JY – Application for removal of 

condition 3 (agricultural occupancy) of planning permission 13627 (Erection 

of a bungalow for an agricultural worker) – Approved. For more details of 

comments made on applications – please contact the Clerk. 

11. The planned parish council meeting dates can be found in the diary of the 

magazine. All meetings are currently by Zoom. Extra meetings will be held if 

required to meet deadlines for response to planning applications and details 

can be found on the notice boards and website. Meetings are open to the 

public and a short time is allocated on the agenda to take questions or 

comments from parishioners, in line with the council’s standing orders. 

 
Alison Sutton 

Parish Clerk  
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HEREFORDSHIRE COUNCIL REPORT 
from your local County Councillor ROGER PHILLIPS;  
rjphillips@herefordshire.gov.uk  
  
Dear Residents 
 
Many of you receive my monthly email updates and during the pandemic I have 
been sending weekly updates on the local situation in Herefordshire. If you 
would like to receive these please forward me your email contact. 
 
Fibre optic Broadband 
We are in the design stage on Eardisland project, with persons in high vis jackets 
surveying in the parish in late spring. Some of you will be contacted if wayleave 
agreements are required to supply cabling to other residences. The aim will be to 
bury the cable, but in some remote cases government rules force BT to share 
their overhead lines to ensure isolated houses are included. 

Hardwick is currently progressing this month as it is included in the 
current Pembridge build.  

My target remains to get as many residences access to fibre broadband as 
possible. Access to high-speed reliable Broadband is as important to our 
generation as the supply of electricity and mains water was to previous ones. In 
rural areas like ours significant public funding is being used to support the 
building of this infrastructure which allows our residents and businesses not to 
be disadvantaged now, and in the years ahead. 

Information can be found on all aspects of the contract on fastershire 
website on  https://www.fastershire.com/ 

Keeping warm next winter  
This winter was relatively mild compared to some and although we are 
approaching warmer times now may be the time to start planning for next 
winter. 

Herefordshire has a high proportion of older houses with poor insulation 
and high costs to heat.  I would strongly advise any resident who is interested in 
improving their domestic heating to contact our Keep Herefordshire Warm 
service which is a free and impartial service that Severn Wye Energy Agency 
offers on behalf of the council.  
 This way they can advise on any accredited installers and will also help 
to avoid any potential scams. 
 The Freephone number is 01452 937996 and the website address is: 
https://keepherefordshirewarm.co.uk/ 
 

mailto:rjphillips@herefordshire.gov.uk
https://www.fastershire.com/
https://keepherefordshirewarm.co.uk/
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CONTACT DETAILS 
 
Please report any potholes and defects on highways or footpaths by phoning 
01432261800 or www.herefordshire.gov.uk website.  
 
Report fly tipping - it will be dealt with in a much quicker time frame, either by 
calling the Contact Centre on 01432 261800, or by logging the fly tipping via the 
council website on the links below (the spaces are underscores): 
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/info/200226/report_a_problem/98/fly_tipping. 

 
Advice on submitting a planning application   Adam.Lewis@herefordshire.gov.uk    
or for planning enforcement contact mttansley@herefordshire.gov.uk. 
 

Roger 
 

COMMUNITY FIRST’S OIL BUYING GROUP - GREAT VALUE AND CONVENIENCE 
 
Community First is a long-established charity, in Herefordshire and 
Worcestershire, with aims to support strong and vibrant rural communities.    

In 2013, we set up a bulk buying group for heating oil for anyone in the 
two counties. The scheme keeps money in the local economy, builds a greater 
sense of community and cooperation and helps tackle fuel poverty. Over the 
years, with hundreds of members, we have saved many thousands of pounds 
across both counties.   
How does it work?  
At the end of each month, we collate orders placed by our members and 
negotiate with a number of suppliers. Our savings are often between 2p and 4p a 
litre against the average English price and can be much more against local 
individual quotes. Our prices are the same for 500 as for 1500 which is good for 
spreading your costs. To register your interest or ask a question please contact 
info@comfirst.org.uk or ring Richard on 07515 881231. 
 Membership costs £20 per year.  We are very happy to work with 
established local groups too for instance by sharing good practice and energy 
efficiency tips. More details can be found at www.comfirst.org.uk. 
 
EARDISLAND LITTER PICK 
 
We will be holding the annual Eardisland Litter pick on Saturday 27th March. This 
is a great opportunity to get litter cleared from the village and verges before the 
grass gets too long. 

To conform to Covid rules and social distancing the format will be slightly 
different this year. We have a number of litter grabbers, hi-vis tabards and plastic 

http://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/info/200226/report_a_problem/98/fly_tipping
mailto:Adam.Lewis@herefordshire.gov.uk
mailto:mttansley@herefordshire.gov.uk
mailto:info@comfirst.org.uk
http://www.comfirst.org.uk/
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sacks available (thanks to Connops and the Community Shop for providing these) 
and these will be left outside the Community Shop for volunteers to collect. 
Please follow these guidelines: 
 

• You can only walk as part of your daily exercise. 

• You can only walk with members of your household or bubble unless 
you are by yourself in which case you can walk with one other person. 

• Try and leave safer routes for those with children. 

• Please bring your own gloves. 

• Use the hand sanitisers provided before and after using the equipment. 

• Equipment will be available between 9am and 1pm, so don’t all turn up 
at once! 

• Full sacks to be left in the village carpark. 
 
There will be a map provided so that you can mark which areas you hope to 
cover so we avoid doing routes twice. It is suggested that if you are walking an 
‘out and back’ route then you don’t start picking until the return journey, so you 
won’t have to carry full sacks. 
For the past few years, we have recycled as many cans, plastic, and glass as 
possible, so if you can sort these as you go that would be helpful. 

Ben Woodcock 
 
MORTIMER MEDICAL PRACTICE PATIENT PARTICIPATION GROUP 
 
I’m aware that I only write about the above Practice and that some residents 
reading the Parish Magazine may have a different GP. Each Practice has their 
own PPG, some more active than others. If you have an issue you want to raise 
with the Practice with which you are registered, they should be able to inform 
you how to contact them.  

For the roll out of the COVID vaccination programme, the 5 GP surgeries 
in and around Leominster, plus a 6th in Tenbury Wells, have formed a HUB to 
share staff: GPs, Nurses, Admin, Volunteers etc. to deliver the Government's 
Programme. The centre for these vaccinations is Bridge Street Sports Centre in 
Leominster. Patients registered with any of the Practices are contacted as and 
when it is their turn for vaccination. This is either by text or phone. One problem 
that has become apparent is that patients are not updating their phone numbers 
and several calls have not been successful. If anyone has moved and changed 
landline or mobile numbers, please let your practice know. Many of us have also 
received a letter from the NHS enabling us to book online using the NHS COVID - 
vaccination website. The NHS is carrying out this vaccination programme with 
vaccination centres around the country. The nearest to us is Ludlow Racecourse. 
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Wherever you have your vaccination you go back there for your second 
jab. Your records are automatically updated to your doctor’s surgery. People 
using the NHS Covid vaccination programme are usually given the date their next 
jab is due when attending for their first jab. This is not the case with the GP HUB 
and this is because the surgeries do not know when they will have their vaccines 
delivered. They are usually informed a week before and then they arrange the 
clinics. However, notification of delivery of the 2nd doses will be no later than 
the 11th week from your first jab to ensure clinics are booked. You will receive 
the same vaccine as you had for the 1st dose. If anyone from the Mortimer 
Practice feels they have been “forgotten” re their vaccination, please contact me 
and I can contact the surgery.  
 
Other surgery news: 
Dr Dales is emigrating to New Zealand in March/April to take up a post as a GP 
there. 
  
Dr Morgan Cadman-Davies (female) will take over his patient list from 1st March 
2021.  
 
Our next PPG meeting is in April if you have any issues you wish me to raise 
(anonymously), please contact me. 

Diane Lee 
 01544 387685 

 

Eardisland Village Hall Management Committee 
Charity number 1108366 

 
I cannot emphasise enough what we owe to the people who have done the work 
in keeping the village hall going. Those that got it started, those that got it 
converted, those that kept it running for years and those that have worked hard 
to update and improve the building over those years. Converted in 1980, the hall 
needed a massive upgrade in 1996 and then again in 2016. Well, here we are 
again! 
 As many of you might know the kitchen extension is parting company 
with the main building and the drains are in a state of near collapse. The parish 
council, as owners of the building on behalf of the community consulted the 
parishioners and, as a result of that, a programme of work is beginning. The 
unsafe kitchen is to be demolished and re-built. The village hall committee have 
secured a grant to re-fit the kitchen; my goodness me we will not know 
ourselves! All being well this should be done by the autumn and I for one cannot 
wait. 



12 
 

 The village hall committee are also in the early stages of a relationship 
with Ignite and this means that we are hoping to be able to bring some exciting 
activities to the hall once it is all poshed up and ready to go.  
There is still a lot of work needed to bring the hall up to its full glory, the next 
project will, I hope, be new windows.  
We need all the support we can get; I will end with the usual plea: get in touch 
and give a hand! 

Carole Millin 
For EVHMC 

EARDISLAND DOVECOTE TRUST 
 
Scaffolding adorns the Dovecote again, which might concern parishioners 
interested in the landmark village building, and so in turn prompts an 
opportunity to inform new readers about the Dovecote’s recent past. 
 In 1996 the owner of the Manor House made known her desire to gift 
the Grade 2 listed building to the village, in the belief that funding would more 
likely be available for the building’s restoration. The owner’s offer was contingent 
on the maintenance of the building after the restoration.  
 To facilitate this, a charitable trust was set up in 1997: The Eardisland 
Dovecote Trust. Funds were duly raised, and the restoration completed.  
Aspirations were soon fulfilled with the building housing an archaeological 
exhibition, focusing on finds from Burton Court and a unique display of AA 
memorabilia. It was, of course, open to the public. 
 The inspiration for the Community Shop became a reality in March 
2010, which drew in customers as well as exhibition visitors and of course, vice 
versa. The effect increased with the organization of a First World War display 
during the centennial years, which also helped the Dovecote with basic running 
costs. Over time, the Trust and Shop committee have built a relationship of 
mutual support, while the activities of the voluntary E-team in the nearby area 
adds considerable aesthetic value to the green spaces nearby. For Eardisland, in 
many respects, the Dovecote remains a prime asset with potential to improve its 
reputation into the future. 
 Covid-19 has made an impact. The shop has coped well: the exhibition 
aspect has not. But it will recover. 

Plans include significant changes to the way exhibitions are organised, 
with the aim of attracting projects such as that described by the Local History 
Group in this magazine. We hope to borrow exhibits from museums for short 
periods and so roll through subjects likely to attract local people and visitors. For 
that, we need certain compliances. 
 Hence the scaffolding. The Trust’s duty is to maintain the structure of 
the building, which deteriorates over time. Leaving it to another generation is not 
being considered, and in ten years or so more repair work is likely to be needed. 



13 
 

The Community Shop, with a vested interest, is able to provide a degree of 
financial support, while the Trust, receiving no income since the pandemic began, 
needs to raise more funds. 
 
Donations then, would be most gratefully received. Any sum and evidence of 
support will help raise larger funds from institutions, and so raise the chances of 
a successful future. Please drop anything by in an envelope when the shop is 
open or contact the Trust via the magazine editor. 
 Meanwhile, the Trust would welcome volunteer trustees who might be 
interested in playing a part in the Dovecote’s near future. No particular skills are 
required other than a genuine drive to make the Dovecote’s future a success. 

Also, and importantly, a willingness to come along and muck in with 
small jobs and chores… 

Hugh Vernon 
 
EARDISLAND SHOP COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
Firstly a heartfelt thank you to all the people who have supported the shop as 
volunteers and customers.  

The Raffle was a great success and raised £111 which we are putting 
towards a much needed plant box. Thank you to all the people who donated 
prizes and bought tickets.  

We are hoping to steadily extend opening hours as the dangers of the 
pandemic recede. Currently we are open every day from 8.00 to 11.00am.  

From Monday 29th March we hope to extend the opening hours to 
12.00 midday on every day except Sunday (when we will close at 11.00) . This will 
depend on having an adequate number of volunteers so we would welcome 
hearing from anyone who wants to return to work in the shop or anyone new 
who would be happy to offer an hour behind the counter. A short training 
session will be available for any new volunteers.  

Measures were taken to keep the shop as safe as possible for volunteers 
when we first opened, and these will be kept in place for the foreseeable future. 
All staff and customers are required to wear a mask, there are Perspex screens 
surrounding the counter, a card reader is available, and appropriate sanitation 
regimes are maintained.   

If you would like to add your name to our list of volunteers please email 
the shop at: eardislandshop@gmail.com or  01544 388066. 
 
Best wishes and a Happy Easter from Eardisland Community Shop Committee.  
 

Sue Wallis 
 

mailto:eardislandshop@gmail.com
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EARDISLAND W.I. 
 
The Eardisland WI held its AGM via Zoom in February and a new committee 
elected. However, because of the recent government announcements we are 
unlikely to have a full programme of events until the autumn and we will make 
any information available closer to the time. In the meantime, we will arrange 
some informal coffee mornings, in the late spring, to enable us all to get together 
again and hopefully arrange a visit to a garden in the summer if we can.   

Our fees for 2021 have been reduced to cover the national and county 
level subscription which has been good news for our members, and anyone 
wishing to join would also be charged the reduced fee. We are always delighted 
to welcome new members and happy for anyone who is thinking of joining to 
come along for a ‘taster’- we are definitely not all about ‘jam and 
Jerusalem’.  Later in the year we hope to be back to a full programme of events, 
details of which will be put onto the Eardisland Facebook page. 
 Thanks, 

Helen Kirkham 
On behalf of Eardisland WI 

 
EARDISLAND MEMORIAL WALKS 
 
With the proverbial light at the end of the tunnel, matters left due to Covid can 
be picked up once again. In particular, the commemoration of Privates Rudolph 
Morris and John Davies memorial gates will take place during the summer and 
autumn months. Rudolph lived in what is now called the Manor House and John, 
known as Herbert, lived at Lower Burton Farm, before moving with his brother to 
Saskatchewan in 1911.  
 Rudolph’s memorial walk (Walk 6) is the shortest of the 13, taking you 
around the village for a distance of around a half mile. In contrast, John’s (Walk 
9) takes you out towards Dilwyn and back via Pembridge, covering 12 miles of 
paths and lanes. There is a cycle option, keeping to the lanes but nonetheless 
equally as picturesque. Our soldiers’ stories are told in the brochure guides, still 
available in the shop but also, very soon, in the pubs.  
 Paths linking Eardisland with Monkland are all reasonably clear and safe 
to walk, but please use the guide (still only 50p) which helps navigate between 
Eardisland Memorial Walks’ unique waymarks.  Pte John Morgan’s walk (Walk 5) 
takes you to Shirl Heath before looping south and across the River Arrow onto 
Monkland, while Walk 13 (Pte William’s Webb) takes a different direction into 
Monkland and returns via Cholstrey and Kingsland. Distances are, respectively, 
seven and 10 miles. In parts, roads are used but both walks additionally offer 
much to runners who prefer cross-country routes. 
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Please email contact@eardislandmemorialwalks.org.uk if you become aware of 
shortcomings during walks, and, of course, your comments about particularly 
positive experiences are greatly appreciated.  

Hugh Vernon 
 

EARDISLAND COMMUNITY GARDEN 
 
Unfortunately, the same as last year, there will be no group get together to plant 
seeds. We’re still hoping to be able to plant some flowers and vegetables later in 
the year, but we'll need help starting off the seeds! 

Thanks to the E-Team we have variety packs available containing a few 
each of 9 different flowers and vegetables (e.g. 4 x pumpkin, 4 x sunflower, 6 x 
sweetcorn). They will come with instructions of how to plant them. The idea is 
that you get them started at home and then we can plant them out in the garden 
later in the spring. 

These will be available at the beginning of April, let me know on 
ben@eardisland.org.uk,  01544 388976, or on the Eardisland Facebook page if 
you would like a pack. 

We'll put loads of empty pots and sacks of compost down at the 
community garden in case you need it. 

Everyone can help, even if you are a grown up and stuck inside looking 
for something to do, you could even share a pack with a neighbour. 
No need to have a greenhouse, they should germinate fine on a windowsill or in 
a conservatory. 

Ben Woodcock 
 

SPONSOR A LILY 2021 
 

Lent is upon us and once again Eardisland 
Church Flower Guild invite you to help 
sponsor the lilies at St Mary’s Church this 
Easter. We are looking forward to a 
celebration service and we would like to 
mark the occasion with some lovely 
arrangements. The church is, of course, 
open every day for people to visit. The 

sponsorship of our lilies could be to give thanks for a special occasion or to 
remember a loved one. A gift of £5 is suggested for each lily but lesser, or greater 
sums would be equally welcome and with your usual generous support, we hope 
to have a wonderful display of flowers in our church on Easter Day. To enable us 
to order lilies for everyone to be remembered we would be really grateful if you 
would return your sponsor form with donation as soon as you can. 

mailto:contact@eardislandmemorialwalks.org.uk
mailto:ben@eardisland.org.uk
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Names of all the people or events being remembered will be posted in 
the church and any monies remaining after the purchase of the lilies will be used 
by the Flower Guild to help buy flowers to decorate the church throughout the 
rest of the year. 

Sponsor forms can be found on the table at the back of the church and 
in the Community Shop. 

Thank you, 
Wendy Priday 

Eardisland Church Flower Guild 
 
CHURCH MATTERS 
 
Priest-in-Charge:  Rev. Julie Read, The Rectory, Kingsland. 
    07826 194400, rev.julie@hotmail.com 
    01568 708255 
 
Churchwarden:   Liz Lever, 1 Arrow Barns, Eardisland 
                                                 01544 388157 leverfamily360@hotmail.com  
Sacristan:                                Dian Cope, Downome, Eardisland. 
                                                 01544 388317 
Lay Co-Chair:                     Richard Kirby      01544 388810  
Treasurer:        Mike Coleburn       01544 388486 
Organist:          Annette Blyth      01544 388241 
PCC Secretary:  Avis Denny                 01568 780874 
 

Services at St Mary the Virgin, Eardisland and services at Kingsland 
 

Date Time and type Which church? 

14th March 9.30am Mothering Sunday  
Holy Communion 

Eardisland 

21st March Holy Communion Eardisland 

28th March  10:30 am Palm Sunday 
Benefice Service 

Kingsland 

Holy Week    

Thursday 1st April 7:30pm Holy Communion for 
Maundy Thursday 

Leinthall Earles 

Friday 2nd April Good Friday  10 am 
                         12pm 
                          2pm 

Aymestrey 
Kingsland 
Eardisland 

Sunday 4th April Easter Day     9:30am Eardisland 

mailto:rev.julie@hotmail.com
mailto:leverfamily360@hotmail.com
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Holy Communion 

Sunday 11th April 1st Sunday After Easter 
Benefice                   10:30am 

 
Kingsland 

Sunday 18th April 9:30am  Morning Prayer 
Kingsland will meet in the 
Methodist chapel until 
autumn. 

Eardisland 

Sunday 25th April 9:30am Holy Communion Eardisland 

Sunday 2nd May 9:30am Holy Communion Eardisland 

Sunday 9th May 10:30 am Rogation Sunday 
Benefice, outdoors at the 
church, weather permitting. 
Christian Aid Week begins. 

 
Eardisland 

Sunday 16th May 9:30am  Morning Prayer Eardisland 

Sunday 23rd May 9:30am Pentecost                  
Holy Communion 

Eardisland 

Sunday 30th May 9:30am Trinity Sunday 
Holy Communion 

Eardisland 

We are allowed 1-3 choir singers at each service. The Priest will take the 
Communion wine. 
 
The Parochial Church Annual General Meeting will be held in May, date  
undecided as yet. The income of the church is much reduced due to the 
pandemic - all donations gratefully received!  
 

CHURCH ELECTORAL ROLL REVISION (COVID 19 RESTRICTIONS) 
 
The annual revision of the CER is due to take place during April. I would like 
to invite anyone not already on the roll who wishes to be included, to apply by 
email to stmaryseardisland@btinternet.com. 
 

Mike Coleburn (Church Electoral Roll Officer)  
 
100 CLUB – MARCH MEGA-DRAW! 
 
You may have wondered what has happened to your subscriptions for 2020 as no 
draws have been able to take place.  Due to Covid and ongoing circumstances 
related to this, we were not able to acquire a renewal of our licence until late in 
the year – and then we were in lockdown once again! 

mailto:stmaryseardisland@btinternet.com
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Your kindly donated subscriptions are still safe, and we plan to draw all 
48 prizes from last year in one go.  This will take place following the Mothering 
Sunday service on March 14th which will be the first service after our third 
lockdown. The cheque-signatories will be very busy for a while! 

As you are all undoubtedly aware, we normally collect subscriptions in 
December/January for the forthcoming year. As we are already in March, the 100 
Club Committee have therefore decided to begin the 2021 100 Club year from 
April 1st (no fooling!) and for it to run to the end of March 2022. Thereafter, the 
100 Club year will run from April to March.   
 
This change, therefore, means that we would be very pleased to receive your £15 
subscriptions again NOW ready for the new, 2021 draw year. These can be paid 
by the following ways: 

• by cash or cheque (made payable to ‘Eardisland PCC’) please 

and given to any member of the PCC, left at the shop or put through my 
letterbox. 

• online payment to Sort Code 20 39 64, A/C no. 70064963 
The reference will need to be 100 plus your first initial and as much of 
your surname as you can squeeze in so that we know who has paid. 

 
We still have a few numbers available so if you would like to join or have another 
number please do get in touch with me.  Several grandparents hold a number for 
each of their grandchildren which is rather a nice idea. 
 

Annette Blyth on behalf of the 100 Club committee 
annetteblyth50@googlemail.com or  01544 388241 

 
 
AN OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN A NEW BUILDING SKILL!  
 
The major restoration project on Kingsland Church includes the chance to learn 
how to work with hot lime and hydraulic lime in order to repair the pointing and 
rendering on ancient buildings. Under the grant scheme of the National Heritage 
Lottery Fund, volunteers can learn, for free, the use of lime mortar for repointing 
and repair, as modern concrete can cause damage to old buildings due to its 
dense unforgiving nature. It is hoped that the resulting skill might also be used to 
form a small cooperative that would be able to assist in the maintenance of the 
Benefice churches in Eardisland, Aymestrey and Kingsland. For more information, 
please contact: Peter King, on 01568-782399 or by email peter@lebrusq.eu. 
 
  

mailto:annetteblyth50@googlemail.com
mailto:peter@lebrusq.eu
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FROM JULIE READ 
 

It is with hope that I write to you now, with news that this 3rd national lockdown 
is finally coming to its close, the cases of corornavirus are falling, the vaccination 
is being rolled out and there is a road map that looks to a way out of this strange 
time. We are all hoping that this will be the last lockdown, and I know that until 
we have reached the goal there will always be a nagging doubt hanging around.  
 Schools are gathering again from 8th March and my hat goes off to our 
teachers who have been grappling with new skills and teaching classes of 
children over a screen in the children’s own homes. This is on top of maintaining 
a physical school for the children of keyworkers. There is much exhaustion 
around, and it is not necessarily a physical exhaustion but more a mental and 
emotional exhaustion at having stayed inside and having set up a way of being 
for our households that has kept us going during this last year. 
 It is time to start to emerge as a community, as a church, as schools out 
into the light, and to rebuild the relationships that are important to us in order 
that we might thrive and not just exist.  
 All times of change are difficult – the children of God in the Old 
Testament story of freedom from slavery moaned about their new freedom that 
perhaps it was better that they stayed as slaves, at least they were fed regularly 
and had work to do!! But we are all in the same boat, we are all emerging from 
lockdown together, and there will be tears of sadness as well as joy as we 
negotiate this hurdle out into the light. 
 As I write this it has been St David’s day this last week – the daffodils are 
flowering at the base of the church tower as they always do – early and the leeks 
in my garden are the last vegetables of the winter to still be there. St David is the 
patron saint of our neighbours, you might even have some Welsh blood 
yourselves, and he was alive in the 6th century and is remembered for his 
kindness and compassion to others, particularly the poor and needy. He set up 
the monastery at St David’s that you might well have visited, as well as up to 12 
others, and the pattern that he laid down was that of hard work, abstinence from 
alcohol and refraining from unnecessary speech! However, his final words are 
recorded and are supposedly: “Do the little things that you have heard and seen 
me do”.  
 So, in the big changes that lie ahead, it is the little things that are 
important. Let us act with love and care as we re-engage with others – sharing 
the joys and sorrows with care. 

Every blessing 
Julie 
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IT WAS 20 YEARS AGO TODAY! 
 
It came as a considerable surprise to me that twenty years ago, I was editing my 
second edition of your favourite magazine – to be accurate, it was April 2001, but 
we changed to bi-monthly dates later. 
 So, what was in it? To start with, it was just 28 pages, the back cover 
blank (black mark to me). The front cover showed a grainy picture, taken from a 
hot air balloon, of the river from the bridge up to Arrow Bank. 
 Snow fell on the first two days of Spring. Foot and mouth was spreading 
widely, and far more serious than the previous outbreak in 1967. The countryside 
was dotted with the smoke from funeral pyres of slaughtered cattle. 
 In my editorial I noted the deaths of Colin Cole and Liz Alderson – was it 
really 20 years ago? It seems like yesterday. The Vicar was Nigella Tyson and she 
referred to the deaths of three ‘real’ villagers, I assume she meant born and bred 
in the parish; Fred Owen, Ron Taylor and also Colin Cole. The church was 
organising new kneelers and Nigella suggested a newer version of the hymn 
book. 
 The Parish Council was concerned about dog fouling, the closure of the 
footpath through the caravan park and the state of the roads “with numerous 
potholes”. Not much changes in 20 years, does it? I bet if I were around in twenty 
years’ time, I’d be writing much the same stuff of the Parish Council, and much 
else too. 
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EARDISLAND IN BLOOM 
 
The team has been very disappointed with the appearance of the Manor House 
border garden over the winter. Last October hundreds of viola winter bedding 
plants were planted along this stretch, but within a week or two the majority had 
disappeared, presumably eaten, we’re assuming by slugs? The daffodils have also 
put on a sorry show, so we’re very much hoping the tulips will save the day next 
month. 

Don’t forget we’re very keen to attract new members to our depleted 
team, just turn up on a Thursday morning at 10am with a gardening tool or two 
and a flask of coffee for your elevenses and you’ll receive a warm welcome. 

Shortly before each edition of this magazine is due, regular contributors 
receive a reminder from Chris Bivand, our marvellous editor, that the deadline is 
approaching for our reports to be submitted. This time around there was an extra 
comment, be optimistic he said. With this very much in mind Richard Kirby and I 
would like to announce that, all being well, and if the Government permits, on 
October 16th there will be another Eardisland Craft Fair. Every stall holder who 
was booked to attend last October is keen to return this year, so the event is full. 
However, there is plenty of space still available should you wish to erect your 
own gazebo in the church grounds. If you are interested, please let me know as 
soon as possible as there is a limit on numbers. 

Phil Milchard 
 01544 388097 

 
TREE WARDEN NEWS 
 
The talk by Jon Stokes, a director of The Tree Council, has had to be postponed 
yet again.  It is now scheduled to take place on Monday 27th September at Burton 
Court.  Further details to come later. I ordered a lot of booklets from The Wildlife 
Trusts (ponds, wild bees, butterflies, hedgehogs, worms) and from The Woodland 
Trust (Twigged – a guide to native trees), to be available for this event when it 
was due to take place in March.  Rather than having them sit around until 
September I will put some in the village shop.  They are ideal for passing on to 
children and grandchildren. 

By the time this magazine comes out we are likely to be getting very 
near to the end of the bare root tree planting season though it is worth taking a 
chance up until the end of April.  Bucknell Nurseries, which I recommend, may 
not be selling much bare rooted after the end of March so it would be as well to 
get in as soon as possible with an order.  Phone number: 01547 530606.  Email: 
nickcoull@Yahoo.co.uk. Trees in pots can be planted at any time although they 
will be more expensive and many species may only be available bare rooted. 

mailto:nickcoull@Yahoo.co.uk
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If you would like any help with choosing trees, planting or ordering 
please feel free to give me a call.  I am happy to go up to Bucknell to collect the 
trees for you even if it is just for one or two.  (I may be going anyway).  There is 
plenty of advice on The Woodland Trust website including a very good A-Z guide 
to native trees with photos of blossom and berries.  If space is short have a look 
at Guelder Rose, Wayfaring Tree, Bird Cherry (even prettier than Wild Cherry) 
and Alder Buckthorn.  These are either small trees or can be kept as shrubs.  All 
have blossom and berries and are very beneficial for bees, other insects, and 
birds. 

We are always happy to show people round our field to give ideas on 
tree planting, sowing a wildflower meadow and creating ponds.  You are 
welcome to come and visit, even if you don’t intend to do something similar but 
would just like to come and see what is happening.  Spring is especially lovely as 
there are over 40 species of native trees planted which are just coming into leaf 
and some into blossom.  The meadow should be at its best ever this summer.  
After several years of yellow rattle weakening the grass, the field was sown with 
wildflowers last autumn.   

And finally, a plea for hedges to be allowed to grow a little taller.  I have 
just read a description which fits many of our local hedges:  “..… heavily trimmed 
and close cropped by mechanical cutters. They have no growth at the base and 
then bulge out like fat woolly sheep on thin legs.  The next stage is gaps and then 
they disappear.”  It is sad to see so many of these short hedges which produce no 
blossom and no berries or nuts and provide no habitat for birds’ nests.  (Blossom 
will usually only flower on uncut wood.)  Ideally hedges would be laid though a 
good compromise is to cut the sides only and allow the tops to grow uncut for 2 
or 3 years.   

Di Palmer 
 01544 388840 

 
EARDISLAND BOWLING CLUB 2021 
 
Let’s Play! 

At last, it looks as if we will be able to enjoy playing outdoor bowls once 
again this summer and what a great game to get involved in: out in the fresh air 
exercising both bodies and minds, meeting and making new friends in a friendly, 
sociable environment, open to all ages, new to the game or experienced players 
are welcome. What’s not to like? 

Eardisland Bowling Club:  flat green bowling with 4 rinks, a club house 
and approximately 38 members and is situated adjacent to the recreation 
ground.  Parking is available outside the village hall and the entrance to the club 
is a short walk up the lane just past the village hall.    
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Bowling is a lovely game for all ages, male and female, so if you are 
interested in joining us or coming along to have a go, please email 
fitcats@btinternet.com. 

Barbara Kay (Secretary) 
 01544 388697 

    
Kingsland Cub Scouts have been running virtually since last March but are hoping 
to return to face-to-face meetings after the Easter Holidays.  

We meet on a Monday night during term time 6 - 7.30pm. 
If you have a child aged between 7.5 and 11 who would like to join us when we 
meet, please contact Karen Jones for more details. 

 01432 760 591 or email kingslandcubscouts@googlemail.com. 
 
INVESTIGATIONS INTO THE HISTORY OF THE PARISH 
 
     The Eardisland History & Heritage Group began by undertaking oral history 
research in 1993, obtaining information from those who had been living in the 
parish from the earliest years of the 20thCentury (and from one lady born in 
1892). There were 60 audio tapes made and subsequently used as the basis of 
the book published in 1995: ‘Eardisland: an oral history’. These tapes are being 
digitised to make them widely available. The group produced two other major 
publications: ‘Eardisland: Portrait of a Village’ (a photographic history) and ‘A 
Case Study of Burton Court’ (providing details of the excavations undertaken 
there and the implications of the research for the wider history of the parish.) In 
addition, three DVD films were produced giving insights into the social history of 
Eardisland. Copies of all of these are still available. For more information, please 
contact Paul Selfe. In the year 2000 a broader history group was established since 
the work of the oral history group was largely completed.  
 
Archaeological Group 
     The Archaeological Project Group was formed in 2000 which in turn undertook 
projects initially suggested by Dr Ray and Tim Hoverd of Hereford County 
Archaeology service. The Archaeological Projects Group was formed following 
the discovery by two 7-year-old twins, of two pieces of pottery in an abandoned 
badger set in the grounds of Burton Court. These were examined by the 
archaeologists from Hereford and found to be of early Norman period. The 
excavation lasted ten years and major finds, confirmed by experts, were more 

mailto:fitcats@btinternet.com
mailto:kingslandcubscouts@googlemail.com
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than 2000 pieces of the Norman pottery, some Roman ware, spindle whorls, 
many unusual bone items, together with a rare Norman gaming counter. These 
artefacts were important indicators of the social and economic position of Burton 
Court from 1066 to the 12th century, being the latest date attributed to the 
pottery. The discovery of a Bronze Age dirk nearby, took the history of the area 
back 3000 years. 
     Other excavations duly took place in various areas of the parish and finds were 
made from the Iron Age, Bronze Age, and Roman period.  In-house reports were 
produced for each archaeological project. The finds made during the excavations 
have now been recorded by the local officer i/c the Portable Antiquities Scheme 
(Peter Reavill with the assistance of a group member, Pat Kay) and can be seen 
online. These provide details (often with photographs) of each one identified and 
recorded by a specialist or expert. The dirk is on display in the museum in 
Hereford. 
 
Research projects 
     The archaeological work of the group gradually came to an end as a result of 
the demands of large-scale excavations which were beyond the capabilities of 
our small, aging group. However, this resulted in the group morphing into a 
research and discussion team. Investigations were undertaken into the history of 
the parish using documentary and historical sources, maps, photographs, and 
other recorded data under the direction of the late George Alderson. Many in-
house Papers were written when research into specific aspects of the parish 
were completed. Some can be seen on the Parish website. Others are held in 
filing cabinets, in an archive room in Burton Court. If one day there was a 
heritage centre in the village, all such materials would be held there and made 
more widely available. 
     A project begun, but interrupted by the demands of the Covid pandemic, is 
that of an analysis of the field names in the parish, their size, usage and 
significance. The Tithe Map of 1842 provides the information on which the 
research is based together with earlier sources located by George Alderson. 
These provide evidence from which he ascertained the earliest names of the 
fields, (some dating back to 13th. century), their place in the landscape and for 
which we could note the archaeological record associated with them.  
     The research aims for this project were based on several factors. Our group 
has a detailed overview of key areas of interest and their significance from a 
historical perspective. We know the Manor and Township boundaries and the 
names of all fields of interest as recorded on the Tithe Map. We also know the 
names of many fields preceding those so marked, based on George’s careful 
research. We know where archaeological and other historical finds have been 
made and we know much about the topography of the parish and have examined 
detailed maps showing this. As a result, a great deal of information has been 
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gathered in recent years, but inevitably, research has been curtailed by the 
demands 0f the pandemic. We remain interested in examining any estate or 
other maps which give further information about the field systems in the parish, 
should they come to light. 
     Most of the in-house research Papers produced by the group, were under the 
supervision of George, who gave the team direction. He favoured a strict rule 
that nothing should be ‘published’ unless well referenced to documentary 
evidence. On this basis among the topics examined have been the Townships of  
Burton and Hardwick, the Church and various significant properties; the toll 
roads and the mills of Eardisland. Maps have been drawn to show the contours; 
the hundred boundaries; the detached part of the parish; the waterways; old 
roadways, tracks and lanes. The Tithe map of 1842 has been examined carefully 
to see how the known archaeological information relates to particular parts of 
the parish. This provides a view of the significant areas over time. Work was 
underway to assess the changes in field boundaries and field shapes and 
changing land ownership patterns when the pandemic brought such study to a 
close.  
     It is hoped that when the rules regarding social contact are lifted and meetings 
can again be held that we will be in a position to organise an exhibition of aspects 
of the projects undertaken by the group. Such a display would include extracts 
from the oral history tapes, some of the photographic collection and maps and 
documents held.  Also, some of the important finds made by our group together 
with some from Hugh Lowe’s assemblage, which he has collected over many 
years on his land. Such material will be selected from the items that can now be 
seen on the links provided by Peter Reavill. They will be displayed in the 
Dovecote Exhibition room, above the village shop. 
 
The links to archaeological finds made in the parish: 
 
 Mainly Iron Age pottery and flint finds.    
https://finds.org.uk/database/search/results/lat/52.21904676/lon/-
2.83577209/d/0.1 
Mainly Roman finds. HLF 07: 
 https://finds.org.uk/database/search/results/lat/52.22149708/lon/-
2.84769021/d/0.1 
Burton Court: Mainly 11th-12th Century finds. 
https://finds.org.uk/database/search/results/lat/52.20985994/lon/-
2.84689787/d/0.1 
Hugh Lowe’s finds. His personal collection. 
 https://finds.org.uk/database/search/results/finderID/PAS5D4D55290010E0 
 
  

https://finds.org.uk/database/search/results/lat/52.21904676/lon/-2.83577209/d/0.1
https://finds.org.uk/database/search/results/lat/52.21904676/lon/-2.83577209/d/0.1
https://finds.org.uk/database/search/results/lat/52.22149708/lon/-2.84769021/d/0.1
https://finds.org.uk/database/search/results/lat/52.22149708/lon/-2.84769021/d/0.1
https://finds.org.uk/database/search/results/lat/52.20985994/lon/-2.84689787/d/0.1
https://finds.org.uk/database/search/results/lat/52.20985994/lon/-2.84689787/d/0.1
https://finds.org.uk/database/search/results/finderID/PAS5D4D55290010E0
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The significance of Tithe Maps 
     Tithe Maps date from the 1840s and follow old parish boundaries. They 
include those of   fields, woods, roads and rivers. All field names are recorded, 
and some of the more usual can give rise to interesting research programmes. 
For example, in Eardisland, we have several fields with the name ‘bury’ (Bodbury 
fields in Lower Burton). The geographical use of “-bury” and “Bury” is derived 
from burg or burh, Old English for a town or fortified place. 
Throughout Herefordshire there are many Iron Age earthworks known by an 
Anglo-Saxon name ending in 'bury'. Examples include Oldbury Camp in Much 
Marcle (SO 632 326); Kilbury Camp Ledbury (SO 72 38); and Ivingtonbury hill fort 
near Leominster. The fields in Eardisland with this designation may therefore give 
rise to the possibility that in Anglo Saxon times (5th- 11th century) they were 
places of defence and therefore suggest areas of further archaeological 
investigation.  
     Tithe Maps are useful for family history studies since they are usually large 
scale and can show important information about the sites of old buildings which 
may have subsequently disappeared, and where the common fields, woods, and 
meadows were. It is possible to search for unusual features and for lost buildings 
such as mills, quarries and cottages.  The landowners’ names are also useful in 
gaining an insight into changing ownership. The maps are usually held in the 
county archives (as are those for Eardisland.)   
     Tithes were taxes paid to the local church, both in cash and ‘in kind’ (such as 
produce of the land). People paid one tenth of everything they produced. In 1836 
the Tithe Redemption Act converted all ‘in kind’ payments into monetary values.  
     Each map is split into apportionments, a record of how the land was divided 
up at the time the map was drawn. The apportionment gives information for 
every tithable piece on the map regarding the name of owner and occupier, the 
field name, the type of cultivation, the acreage, and its tithe valuation.  Every plot 
on the tithe map has a number which matches the entry in the apportionment. 
     By the end of 19th century with changing farming methods and land values the 
concept of the tithe was no longer a viable method of operation. They 
discouraged farming improvements because if production went up, so did tithe 
payments to the church and sometimes to the landowner. In 1936, tithes were 
abolished. 
     Three copies of the tithe map for Eardisland were produced in 1842, one for 
the Tithe Commissioners, a copy for the parish and a third for the Diocesan 
Registry. The maps are beautiful to look at having been drawn carefully and one 
copy coloured to indicate inhabited properties, other buildings, rivers and 
brooks. Each was of very large size. Consequently, they become items for map 
collectors when they become available for any reason. Two of the Eardisland 
maps are in the Hereford Archive Records Centre (HARC) and can be viewed and 
photographed. However, the third copy (that provided for the Parish records), is 

http://www.fortifiedengland.com/Home/Categories/ViewItem/tabid/61/Default.aspx?IID=637
http://www.fortifiedengland.com/Home/Categories/ViewItem/tabid/61/Default.aspx?IID=594
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missing. In the course of examining Church documents George Alderson 
discovered a note in the Church files for October 1927: 
It read as follows: 
 
The Tithe apportionment is dated 28th October 1842 
The Appropriators are the Ecclesiastical Commissioners 
Appropriated Tithe commuted value                                    £586.6.0. 
Vicarial Tithe                                                                             £342.12.10 
Redeemed Tithe £4.5.7 Interest 3/10 
Payable by Queen Anne’s Bounty on October 5th            
Assessment of Tithe for income tax                                      £248.5.0 
The tithe Map and Apportionments are deposited with Messrs Lloyd and Son 
Solicitors, Leominster. 
The safe custody receipt dated October 13th 1927 is in the church safe. 
 
(Queen Anne's Bounty was a scheme dating from 1704, during her reign, to 
augment the incomes of the poorer clergy of the Church of England. Money from 
tithes on certain designated fields was used for this purpose. It was not paid 
directly to the impoverished clergyman but instead used to purchase land and 
provide more tithe income.  In 1948 the administrators of the fund were replaced 
by the Church Commissioners for England.) 
     This custody receipt from 1927 remains in the Church files examined by 
George. When Messrs Lloyd & Son were contacted in 2017, they were asked if 
they would now return the map assuming that they still had it in their possession. 
The response was that they did not now have it and no one in the firm had any 
knowledge of what might have happened to it. This was extremely disappointing 
considering that there is no record in the Church files that George examined, to 
suggest the historic map had been sent back to Eardisland for safe keeping. The 
map is of immense importance and should be returned to the PCC if it can be 
located. It may be in the hands of a collector somewhere in the country and it 
would be a great achievement if it can be located and returned to the Parish. It is 
disappointing that the solicitors who held it in their files had no information 
about it and have lost track of its whereabouts. 
     One of the major projects which the EH&HG has been undertaking is a more 
careful analysis of the Tithe Map held in HARC. The work of George Alderson was 
invaluable in locating earlier maps and documents with field names noted since 
they gave information about how they were named in much earlier times (some 
references were from 13th and 14th centuries). The matter of whether field names 
change substantially or remain much the same over such time periods gives rise 
to all kinds of further investigation as does information regarding their shape, 
size and derivation of name. It is hoped to progress with this analysis in the 
future when discussions can resume. Meanwhile, the search continues for the 
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lost tithe map of Eardisland. Any suggestions as to its whereabouts are 
welcomed. 

Paul Selfe 
 
EARDISLAND WEATHER REPORT 
 
The weather for January brought with it 123 mm (4.84 inches) of rain and 1 inch 
of snow. Temperatures ranged from 2 to 10°C with early morning frosts to minus 
5°C. Barometer pressures ranged from 28.68 to 30.1 bar. River levels ranged 
from 14 to 64 inches. Storm Christoph brought strong winds and 37mm (1.45 
inches) of rain on the 20th of January. 
 The weather for February saw little change with 81mm (3.19 inches) of 
rain and some sleet. Temperatures ranged from 1°C to 5°C with frost again to 
minus 5°C. Barometer pressures ranged from 29.08 to 30.34. River levels rose 
from 18 to 48 inches. Storm Darcy passed on the 8th of February with only a small 
amount of sleet. 
 The equivalent rainfalls for January 2020 were 86mm (3.38 inches) and 
February 150mm (5.91 inches). 
 

Nature wise we have been fortunate to have had almost daily visits from 
a heron that has been busy aerating the lawn. Also, tree creepers, siskins, 
kingfishers, cormorants and a pair of mallards that visit annually to find a nesting 
spot. 

Doug Tantrum reporting from Kingfisher House 
ARE YOU A WALKER? 

Are you fed-up with doing the same old walks? Walking in Herefordshire 
www.walkinginengland.co.uk/hereford is the website for you!   
 With hundreds of walks to download and print, free, it also has books of 
walks, contact details for all the walking groups in the county and much more. 
Whether you want to walk on your own or with a group all the information is 
there in one place. 
 John said ‘There is so much walking information on the web but it is 
difficult to find. Walking in Herefordshire (part of the Walking in England suite of 
websites (www.walkinginengland.co.uk)  – one for each county in England) has 
brought it together in one place so whether you are walking from home, or away 
on holiday, you will be able to find a walk suitable for you’. 
 With walks from half a mile to twelve miles plus long, and a note of 
suitability for pushchairs and wheelchairs, everyone can find a walk to enjoy. 
 So, home or away, check out the websites and get walking! 
 
John Harris, www.walkinginengland.co.uk, email: john@walkinginengland.co.uk 

http://www.walkinginengland.co.uk/hereford
http://www.walkinginengland.co.uk/
http://www.walkinginengland.co.uk/
mailto:john@walkinginengland.co.uk
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Views expressed are those of individual contributors and not necessarily those of 
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responsible for the Magazine. Elaine may be contacted on  01544 388274. 
 
Under the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) individuals must give 
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GDPR. Therefore, by actively submitting an article for publication in the parish 
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